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Tsar-struck in Bklyn 

At Rasputin, a Russian nightclub in Gravesend, dancers perform a tribute to 
Havana's Tropicana as part of the lavishly costumed "World of Cabaret" show 
staged on Fridays and Saturdays. For a review by Lisa J. Curtis in GO Brooklyn, 
see page 7. 


THIS BUSTS FOR YOU 


Beer-swillin' Slopers hit for drinking on stoop 


By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Enjoying an ice cold one on 
your warm stoop could send 
you to the cooler. 

That’s what a Park Sloper 
learned on Aug. 27, when a uni- 
formed officer ticketed him for 
drinking a beer — on his own 
front steps — at 11 pm. 

This summons for public 
consumption of alcohol has 
sparked outrage across Brown- 
stone Brooklyn, where a stoop 
is as much a source of pride as a 
well-worn Dodgers cap — and 
a person’s right to drink there 
is considered natural law. 

“The stoop is the social center 
of the universe,” said Brad Eng- 
strom (pictured at right), who 
fought a similar open container 
ticket last year in Park Slope and 
won. “Fve met every neighbor 
on my block [by] inviting them 
to have a beer on my stoop.” 
But as with most parties, it’s 
all fun and games until the cops 
show up. 

The man in the latest inci- 
dent said he will pay the $25 
fine, but in a post on the Park 


Slope Parents Web site, he said 
he is incensed at the officer’s in- 
terpretation of the city’s open- 
container law. 

Indeed, isn’t a stoop private 
property? 

Uh, no. 

According to the Title 10, 
Chapter 1, Section 10-125 of 
the city administrative code, 
a public place is any location 
where “a substantial group of 
persons has access” — and re- 
main in view of other members 
of the public. 

The interpretation of that law 
is left to individual officers, said 
a source at the 78th Precinct, and 
there is no hard and fast rule. 
Some officers don’t ticket peo- 
ple if they are high up on their 
stoop or behind a gate. Others 
slap a summons if the drink- 
ing is in clear view of the pub- 
lic, the source said. 

In essence, even though your 
stoop is on your property, down- 
ing a beer there is the same as do- 
ing so in a parked car on a public 
street, the city code says . Whether 
stoop or car, as long as the public 
can see the “crime” in process, 
See BEER on page 11 



Brad Engstrom (left) and Philip Shimmel enjoy a beer on a friend's 17th Street stoop — the 
same place where all three men got tickets for public drinking. 


Taps tightened on tree-killing 'Falls' 


By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Under fire from local groups and 
one of the city’s most-romantic restau- 
rants, city officials have cut the hours 
that the “New York City Waterfalls” 
exhibit can propel its salt-laden water 
onto nearby trees — but the decision 
many not come in time to save some of 


the victims of Olafur Eliasson’s four- 
pronged arborcidal artwork. 

Just as the city decided to tighten the 
faucets on the project, cutting its hours 
of operation from 101 to 50, the manager 
of the illustrious River Cafe in DUMBO 
told The Brooklyn Paper that salt water 
seepage from one of the waterfalls dam- 
aged the eatery’s climate-control system 
and may have irreversibly damaged soil 


in the restaurant’s lush garden. 

“We’ve already been warned that our 
soil may be damaged beyond repair and 
we would have to replace it,” he said. 

The city’s Saturday announcement of 
a scaleback in the $15 -million project 
came after arborists from the Parks De- 
partment beg an rinsing trees along the 
Brooklyn Heights Promenade and beneath 
the Brooklyn Bridge in DUMBO with 


fresh water to flush salt from the soil. 

The cut in hours did not satisfy Brook- 
lyn Heights Association Executive Pres- 
ident Judy Stanton, who had called on 
the city to cut the water pipes after La- 
bor Day to save the trees. 

“It seems . . . preposterous to keep the 
falls going and then to keep hosing,” Stan- 
ton said. “How can you justify keeping 
the falls, given what we see here?” 


Hasidim: This ad is anti-sign-metic 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A billboard hyping the sexy teen drama “90210” 
has some members of Williamsburg’s Hasidic Jews 
all worked up. 

The ad, which is visible from the Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway, depicts a handful of swimsuit-clad ac- 
tors and actresses lounging in a pool — starkly vio- 
lating the Hasidic interpretation of at least two Jew- 
ish laws, neighborhood leaders say. 

“In Jewish law, it is forbidden to see any part of 
a lady that is not dressed — and having men and 
women swimming together is also not permissible, 
even if they are fully clothed,” said Rabbi David 
Niederman, president of the United Jewish Orga- 
nization, who last month protested against a risque 
ad by the clothing retailer H&M on the same road- 
way. 

But another problem with the sign is the location 
itself. 

“People from our community pass by this daily,” 
said Niederman, who noted that the BQE is the pri- 
mary route for Hasidic Jews who shuttle between 



Some Hasidic residents of Williamsburg are complaining that this sign off the 
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway is offensive. 


communities in Williamsburg and Borough Park. 
“They are bringing Times Square to our home. 
What’s OK over there is not OK over here.” 

Hasidim say their complaints to the company 
that owns the billboard — much like the careers 
of the original “90210” stars Luke Perry and Ja- 
son Priestley — have been ignored. 

“We have called them and I’m very surprised 
that they are turning a deaf ear,” said Williams- 
burg resident Simon Weiser. “It’s real racy and 
it doesn’t belong in our community where you 
have children who aren’t used to seeing these im- 
ages.” 

The owner of the billboard at the corner of Cler- 
mont and Park avenues, a company called Fuel 
Outdoor, declined to comment. 

A local rep for the CW network, which will air 
the “90210” redux, had no comment. 

Not everyone found the image of bikini-clad 
women and semi naked men distasteful. 

“I don’t think they’re offensive,” said Canarsie resi- 
dent James Dean. “And I’ve seen a lot of women.” 
— with Allison Bosworth 
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Firefighter Christian Stathis from 
Ladder 105 rescues a cormorant. 


A fair end to a fowl 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A badly injured sea bird had fire- 
fighters scrambling on Bergen Street 
in Boerum Hill on Tuesday morn- 
ing — but New York’s Bravest were 
eventually able to coax this scared 
and wounded cormorant into safe 
hands. 

As a crowd looked on, Ladder 105 
smoke-eater Christian Stathis went up 
in a cherry picker to save the cormo- 
rant, who had become ensnared in a 
tree on the block between Bond and 
Nevins streets at around 9:30 am. 

Closer inspection revealed that the 
bird had swallowed a fishing hook 
and was stuck in the branches. 


There was much applause when 
Stathis returned to earth. 

“This is a very, very community- 
minded block, and this was an up- 
lifting event,” said resident Maureen 
Houtrides. 

The bird, unfortunately, had less ap- 
preciation for the firefighters’ efforts, re- 
peatedly trying to peck its savior. “Hey, 
don’t get mad at me,” Stathis said. 

The bird was taken to the Animal 
Medical Center in Manhattan where she 
was diagnosed with a hook in her neck. 
The bird was rehydrated and calmed, and 
was set to undergo surgery on Wednes- 
day, said Ludger Balan of the Urban 
Divers Estuary Conservancy. 

“It should be a happy ending,” he 
said. 


But it certainly didn’t start out that 
way. Several residents of the close- 
knit block noticed the distressed bird 
at around 9 am and “started calling 



An X-ray of the injured sea bird 
clearly shows the fishing hook 
she swallowed. 


story 

everyone,” Balan said. 

“Wecalled311, 911, the ASPCA, an- 
imal rescue — everyone — but no one 
was interested in coming,” he added. 

Finally, Balan said, he climbed into 
the tree to make his own attempt at 
a rescue. But when he became stuck 
himself, firefighters finally agreed 
to come. 

“Once they got here, they couldn’t 
have been more gracious,” Balan 
said. 

The cormorant is believed to be 
one of a fairly large colony that lives 
along the Sunset Park waterfront and, 
believe it or not, is often seen forag- 
ing in the Gowanus Canal. 

“That’s where we think she swal- 
lowed the hook,” Balan said. 





School ties 


These tykes seem pleased to be back at PS 107 as the 
elementary school, on Eighth Avenue in Park Slope, wel- 
comed back students on Tuesday morning. 




A Great Way to Connect with Your Neighborhood 

By selling marketing opportunities to local merchants, you’ll get to know your community inside and out, and improve it by helping its 
businesses thrive. Who needs a long commute? Work full time or part time. Use your strong communication and listening skills to earn 
salary, commission, and bonuses. Some sales or marketing experience preferred; we train winners. Interested? 

Call Celia Weintrob: (718) 834-9350 ext. 104 
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of the Year 


Only candidate for Civil Court was rated as 


by the Brooklyn Bar Association, 
Brooklyn Women’s Bar Association and 
New York City Bar Association: 


Only Roger Adler, an independent Democrat for Civil Court, 
received these ratings. Roger Adler has 37 years of legal 
experience, and a proven record of legal leadership. 

Roger Adler has served as the President of the Brooklyn Bar 
Association and as a Committee Chair of the State Bar 
Association. 

Roger Adler has worked to reform the way judges are selected 
and elected, and to improve the quality of justice people receive 
in our courts. 

Everyday people go to Brooklyn Civil Court with their legal 
problems seeking justice. We deserve Brooklyn Civil Court 
judges who are qualified, will take their problems seriously and 
understand what justice means. 


ADLER FOR CIVIL COURT. 
PRIMARY. TUESDAY, SEPT. 9th. 


His opponent, Devin Cohen, was found “Not Approved” 

by the Brooklyn Bar and New York City Bar Associations. 

The New York City Bar Association stated that Devin Cohen failed to 
“demonstrate that he possesses the requisite 
qualifications for the court for which he is a candidate.” 


“Mr. Connor has been in this seat for three decades and accomplished far 
too little.. .we endorse Mr. Squadron as an enthusiastic new outsider.” 

Eljc JsVui Jjjork (times 

Endorsements for a Better Albany 
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an attorney bumping Potenttalcanjd and 



Also endorsed by leaders who want change in Albany: 

U.5. Senator Chuck Schumer • Mayor Mike Bloomberg 
Brooklyn Congressman Anthony Weiner 
Manhattan Borough Pres. Scott Stringer 
The progressive Working Families Party 


Daniel 

SOUADRON 

^ DEMOCRAT FOR STATE SENATE 
CHANGE IN ALBANY RESULTS FOR US 


VOTE TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 • www.d 


Ikea’s superstore shuttle 
no longer an ‘idle’ threat 


By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Ikea bus-aster at Bor- 
ough Hall and in Park Slope 
has been resolved. 

Earlierthis summer, residents 
ofBrooklynHeights, Carroll Gar- 
dens and the Slope were enraged 
that Ikea shuttle buses were idling 
and blowing diesel exhaust into 
the air at their loading and un- 
loading zones in those neighbor- 
hoods.The buses show up every 
15minutesfrom 10am to 10pm 
on Joralemon Street near Court 
Street and at the intersections of 
Ninth Street and Fourth Avenue 
and Smith Street. 

Last week, officials with the 
big box superstore met with Com- 
munity Boards 2 and 6 and an- 
nounced that they had fixed the 
problem by hiring more dispatch- 
ers to regulate bus schedules. 

Ikea spokesman Joseph Roth 
added that the mega-retailer is 



Downtowners complained about IKEA's shuttle bus, 
which is often seen idling and taking up space on busy 
Joralemon Street, opposite the Municipal Building. 


also doing its own monitoring. 

And it’s working, commu- 
nity leaders said. 

“It seems, for the most part, 
we have resolved our issue at 
Borough Hall,” said Commu- 
nity Board 2 District Manager 
Rob Perris, who was among the 
first to demand that Ikea fix the 
idling problem. 

Residents near the Park Slope 
and Gowanus locations said they 
were concerned about traffic 
congestion and were confused 
about where exactly the buses 
stopped — but traffic there has 
also calmed, a visit revealed. 

“They can’t do much better 
thanthat dBoerumHillres- 
ident Bill Harris. 

A public meeting will be 
held this fall to discuss any re- 
maining issues with the store's 
transportation offerings, said 
Community Board 6 District 
Manager Craig Hammerman. 



Parking hiatus moves to Hook 




By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Red Hookers will get to 
join the suspended alternate - 
side-of-the-street parking fun 
on Monday, Sept. 8, when the 
city moves to its fourth and 
final round of swapping new 
parking signs in Community 
Board 6. 

The new suspended parking 
area includes all streets between 
the waterfront and Hamilton Av- 
enue, Summit Street, and Smith 
Street (see map, far right). 

A week later, on Sept. 15, 
new alternate-side-of-the-street 
parking rules will take affect in 
an area that stretches from At- 
lantic Avenue south to Hamilton 
Avenue, and from Court Street 
west to Van Brunt Street and 
Columbia Street (near right). 

Whole segments of Com- 
munity Board 6 — which in- 
cludes neighborhoods from Park 
Slope to New York Harbor — 
have been a de facto parking 
lot for long stretches this sum- 
mer, thanks to a city decision 
to reduce “No parking” hours 
on street- cleaning days. That 
decision required the installa- 
tion of thousands of new “No 
parking” signs, so, beginning 
on May 19, most of Park Slope 
became a parking lot. 

Many enjoyed the freedom 
from having to move their cars. 


But others complained that area 
streets had become filthier than 
normal because street sweepers 
no longer made their rounds. 

When all the signs in Park 
Slope were installed, the “No al- 
ternate-side” zone spread to Car- 
roll Gardens, Cobble Hill, and 
Boerum Hill and then west. 

Now, all that is left is to replace 
1 ,400 signs in Red Hook, a pro- 


cess that will begin on Monday 
and take three to five weeks. As 
in the other neighborhoods , the 
new rules will reduce the street- 
cleaning parking regulations to 
90 minutes on most side streets, 
down from three hours. 

Community Board 6 Dis- 
trict Manager Craig Ham- 
merman said the summertime 
parking hiatus got easier each 


time a neighborhood’s rules 
were changed. 

“I think we’re well over the 
learning curve by now, with three 
out of the four areas complete 
and Red Hook being the last one 
to do,” Hammerman said. “The 
hope is that this will be done by 
the end of September or early 
October, and [we will be] back 
to an improved normal.” 


Contemplating a couch? We’ve 
got one with your name on it. 


Our Special Order Event Is On. Save 20%. 

Alexa. Gloria. Gabriel. Luc. People love our named 
sofas, sleepers, sectionals, chairs and ottomans. 
And now through 10/13, you can save 20% on a 
piece with your name on it. Choose from hundreds 
of fabrics and hudreds of frames, in styles designed 
to suit any taste from classic to contemporary. And 
while you're here, check out our sale on in-stock 
furniture, available for immediate delivery. 

Hours: Monday-Saturday 11-7, Sunday 12-5. Call for directions. 

HAYSTACK 

130 Clinton Street * Brooklyn NY 11201 
718.246.2510 






September 6, 2008 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 


DTZ, NBZ 3 



THE 

stoop 

NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT 


RED HOOK 


BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 


Hookers in 
line for BJ’s 


Plans to bring BJ’s Wholesale Club, potentially 
the second big box retailer in Red Hook, sent a 
shiver of excitement and mild horror through the 
neighborhood this week. 

As reported by The Brooklyn Paper last week, de- 
veloper Joe Sitt hopes to bring the national retailer to 
the old Revere sugar factory next to Ikea. 

But the news of yet another big box on Beard Street 
sparked a debate similar to the one that raged for years 
about the likely effects of the Swedish home furnish- 
ing giant’s incursion into the hardscrabble neighbor- 

“I’m there for anything that’s going to bring jobs 
to my community,” said Dorothy Shields , head of the 
tenants association at the Red Hook East housing proj- 
ect, where unemployment is close to 20 percent. 

But opponents saw the BJ’s proposal as confirma- 
tion that they were right all along: that the Ikea would 
create a chain reaction of chain stores. 

“Our biggest fear is that [a second national retailer] 
would lead to the domino effect of big box stores on 
the waterfront,” said Joe Bernardo, co-owner of the 
Hope and Anchor diner on Van Brunt Street. 

But if there was any difference between the war 
over Ikea, which drew deep divisions in Red Hook 
and the worries about the BJ’s, it is that today, peo- 
ple are less fearful of a traffic catastrophe, thanks 
to the apparent success Ikea has had in minimizing 
congestion on Red Hook’s narrow and lazy roads by 
providing free water taxis to Manhattan and shuttle 
buses to Brooklyn subway stations. 

“Ikea has done a great job with traffic,” said Greg 
O’Connell, who brought the Fairway supermarket to 
the neighborhood. 

Bernardo, who opposed the Ikea, agreed that traf- 
fic has not snarled the way he and many others envi- 
sioned and said there’s been an increase in weekend 
customers at his restaurant near the corner of Wol- 
cott Street since Ikea opened — all of which makes 
him less nervous about the likely arrival of BJ’s. 

“I have an open mind. In some ways, we were wrong 
about Ikea,” he told The Brooklyn Paper. 


Three weeks after these Brooklyn Heights trees were buried alive in cement, work crews have finally broken them o 
juniper trees, which are at the corner of Hicks and Remsen streets, should survive if given some TLC, say arborists. 

Slow death for Remsen St. trees 

Despite airholes, trees with cement shoes are dehydrating 


By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 


All the leaves are brown — but the gray 
cement is finally gone. 

Nearly three weeks after maintenance crews 
buried two junipertrees alive in cement in Brook- 
lyn Heights, work crews hammered away and 
finally removed the arboreal prison cell. 

“They just sent me over here and said I have 
to save the trees,” said one worker. “We have 
soil underneath there and mulch on top. We 
think they will be OK.” 

It didn’t always appear so. 


Earlier this month, different workers covered 
over the roots with cement, drawing imme- 
diate outrage from local activists. A building 
manager said at the time that the mob-like tree 
hit was all a “misunderstanding” and would 
soon be fixed, but the trees were still partially 
buried on Wednesday, dying by the day. 

“We’re trying our best to resolve it, so it 
should be done soon,” the property manager 
for the 222 Hicks St. building — known as 
Brooklyn Heights Executive Suites — said 
on Wednesday. 

City arborists visited the trees before they were 


finally freed, and determined that they could sur- 
vive if they were properly attended to. 

“We think that they will survive, provided 
that the concrete was removed with care,” said 
Parks Department spokesman Phil Abram- 

But the whole mess was a disaster, said Brook- 
lyn Heights Association Executive Director Judy 
Stanton, who fought for the trees since she dis- 
covered their plight in early August. 

“I’m amazed we didn’t lose the trees be- 
cause it seemed to take forever before the 
building reacted,” Stanton said. 
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MORE TURN. 
LESS BURN. 

» THE 37-MPG* MINI Cooper has the best Carfun Footprint on the road. By balancing go-kart 
handling with incredible fuel economy, the MINI Cooper maximizes your fun on the road while 
minimizing your impact on the environment. To calculate your Carfun Footprint and see how 
you stack up, go to MINIOFMANHATTAN.COM 
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WILLIAMSBURG 


Pool’ parties 
may not be over 

McCarren will have music hall 





MINI OF MANHATTAN 

555 W 57th St 

New York NY 10019-2925 

(212) 586-6464 

MINIOFMANHATTAN.COM 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper , 

The fat lady — or, more 
accurately, the guy in skinny 
jeans — hasn’t sung for the fi- 
nal time in Greenpoint’s Mc- 
Carren Park Pool. 

Live music might remain a 
part of the landmarked the Lo- 
rimer Street pool after it is re- 
furbished to welcome swimmers 
for the first time since 1984. 

The brand new horseshoe- 
shaped swimming pool, ice-skat- 
ing rink and community cen- 
ter that are scheduled to open 
in 20 1 1 also include s an indoor 
performance space, said Parks 
Department spokesman Phil 
Abramson. 

It just won’t rival the size of 
the abandoned pool — which 
had room for 7,000 concert-go- 
ers and featuredhigh-profile acts 
like M.I.A., Yo La Tengo, and 
Sonic Youth, who played the fi- 
nal outdoor show at the venue 
on Aug. 30. 

“There is going to be an ex- 
ercise room, space for yoga, 
and there might be space for 
small performances,” Abram- 

TheParks Department couldn’t 
estimate how many music fans 
could fit in the 4,800-square- 
foot space, but JellyNYC concert 
promoter Dan McGinley said 
the space would be too small 
for even a truncated version of 
his organization’s raucous out- 
door shows that boasted slip ’n’ 
slides and dodgeball games. 

“We can certainly do shows 
that size, but it wouldn’t be a 
PoolParty,” said McGinley, who 
started throwing shows in the 
McCarren pool in 2003. 

JellyNYC is still search- 
ing for a new Williamsburg or 
Greenpoint venue that could 
host next summer’s Pool Par- 
ties, and neighborhood activ- 
ist Evan Thies says it’s not too 
late to find an equally aquatic 
venue for the 2009 season. 

‘ ‘Hopefully it’s the end of these 
types of events in the pool and 
the start of a new series out on 
the waterfront,” Thies said. 

But even if the Pool Parties 
find a new site for next summer, 
the renovation of McCarren Park 
— though goodfortheneighbor- 



NEW! 

UNLIMITED 
YOGA! 

$13500 

MONTHLY 

yoga 
people 

160 Montague Street / 2nd Floor 
ratniw.yoga-people.com 
U 718-522-3113 




Brooklyn Doc House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

A K 718 222-4900 

1 7am-l0pm weekdays, 9am-l0pm weekends 

I ** J ’2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

I I / 1 I • web cams - watcn your dog play 

V %. I I • curbside pick up and drop off 
' I I • air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

I I • individual attention 
I I • multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

]TJ Douglass (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


• Local & Long Distance Services 

• Airport Transportation 

• Medical Pickup & Drop Off 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

[ 1 

(718)230-8100 


Now moving takes 
less out of you. 


vice movers 

• Fully insured & bonded 

• Small & big jobs 

• Residential & 



The UPS Store m 


20 


1 % 

’off 


The UPS Store' "US 


of Brooklyn Heights 

93 Montague Street (at Hicks si 
718-802-0900 
Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: lOam to 5pm 
Sunday: 10am to 3pm 


Even after it reopens as a 
pool, McCarren Pool may 
still host concerts — in a 
smaller music hall. 

hood — would mark the end of 
an era , said blogger Keith Wag- 
staff, who runs the seminal Web 
site Williamsburg is Dead. 

“Everyone I’ve talked to feels 
bittersweet about the Pool Par- 
ties,” Wagstaff said. “The pool 
had that kind of gritty, Williams- 
burg aesthetic that people move 
here for. It would definitely lose 
some of its cachet if the shows 
are just in a park, but most peo- 
ple realize that it would serve 
more of the community if there 
actually was a pool instead of it 
just being forthe white 20-some- 
thing hipsters.” 


Forthe 



305 Atlantic Ave. (@ Smith St.) Open Monday-Satur 
718.858.0313 Brooklyn@minutemanpress.o 


Mobile Pet Grooming 

FULL SERVICE GROOMING ALL BREEDS, 



Ask about the 

Fabulous 
FURminator! 


CATS TOO! 



I $10.00 Off 51 

I I -800-PET -MOBILE I 
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Prospect Park goes to pork! 


Abraham bagels 

Bar Mitzvah Bikur Cholim 

blessing Brotherhood candles 

community covsnant Hanukah 

Hebrew heritage Kabbalat 
Shabbat lox menorah 
mishpacha mitzvot music 

OPEN 

HOUSE 

Friday September 12 

6:00 to 9:00 pm Service 6:30 to 7:30 pm 

Passover peace Purim 

reNgiOUS school righteousness 

Shalom study tikkun olam 

TOrah tradition tZ0 d 3. Kclh 

UNION 

TEMPLE 

A Reform Jewish congregation 

1 7 Eastern Parkway 

Across from the Brooklyn Public Library 

It’s never too late to enjoy your Judaism. In our 
community, learning and connecting never stop. 
Whether you’re looking to study, worship or just be 
with friends, you’ll find a welcome here. Come and 
see for yourself. Being Jewish. It’s for the whole 
family at Union Temple. 

uniontemple@uniontemple.org 
www.uniontemple.org 
718 638 7600 


I knew there was a prob- 
lem when I was coming out of 
Prospect Park early one Satur- 
day morning while a man was 
hauling in one of those mas- 
sive chrome SUV-style barbe- 
cue grills that look out of place 
anywhere except the backyard 
of a Westchester County Mc- 
Mansion. 

Look, I love barbecue as much 
as the next man (especially if the 
next man is holding a juicy pork 
shoulder that has been braised 
for six hours over a low ap- 
plewood flame). But even that 
smoky deliciousness smelled 
pretty horrible in Prospect Park 
this summer, when weekend bar- 
becuers spilled out beyond the 
park’s seven legal grilling ar- 
eas and commandeered areas 
that have long been off-limits 
to flame broilers. 

And on the busiest days — 
Memorial Day, July 4, Labor 


Avenue entrances — were taken, 
people pretty much set up wher- 
ever they wanted. 

“It was so crowded that people 
basically parked their stuff wher- 
ever they could find a spot,” said 
Jen Bettencourt, recalling the 
scene on Memorial Day week- 
end. “There were adults, chil- 
li' dren and pets trying to navigate 
" around smoking barbecues. The 
whole thing is just one big ac- 
cident waiting to happen.” 

. Frankly speaking, there did 
| £ not appear to be much enforce- 
mentby the NYPD orparkrang- 

“ [Illegal grilling] is some- 
thing that we’re very concerned 
These two Park Slope guys enjoyed Prospect Park on La- about,” said Prospect Park Alli- 
bor Day — with an illegal barbecue! ance spokesman Eugene Patron, 

“but we don’t have the luxury 

Day and a few of those really When all the legal grill loca- of adding more officers. ...The 

beautiful Saturdays — people tions — near the Third Street, volume of people must make it 
likethat guy with the mega-grill, GrandArmyPlaza,NinthStreet, difficultto patrol.” 

started showing up at 6 am to 10th Avenue, Parkside Avenue, Patron saidthatpark enforce- 

get the choicest spots. Vanderbilt Street and Parkside ment officers handed out cards 
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By Gersh Kuntzman 


to explain the danger of illegal 
barbecuing (Cards? How about 
summonses?) and taught scoff- 
laws how to properly dispose of 
their coals (douse the hot coals 
with water after cooking, wrap 
them in foil, and then toss them 
into the labeled BBQ-ash bar- 
rels, according to the park’s Web 

Park Slope Civic Council 
President Ken Freeman said he 
didn’t want to comment on how 
the association would respond 
to the long, hot, smoke-filled 
summer until the issue could 
be discussed by the group, but 
he did say he was concerned 
about the increasing fire haz- 


see something 
go wrong,” 
he said, but 
quickly added 
that he would 
be reluctant to 
•e legal grilling ar- 


call for n 

“I wouldn’t want to see too 
much of the park turned into a 
barbecue areabecause obviously 
that takes away from other uses 
and some of the attractive natural 
settings of the park,” Freeman 
said. “It’s a tough balance.” 

Perhaps, but before next sum- 
mer, the borough’s ham-burghers 
had better sit down and chew 
over the issue. My half-baked 
solution? Create more legal grill- 
ing areas, crack down on those 
who don’t follow the rules and, 
most important, pass me a hot 
dog, will ya? 

— with Sarah Portlock 


Thieves in for summer! 


Crooks made the most of 
students’ summer vacation, 
snagging thousands of dollars 
of electronics from Brooklyn 
schools in at least three sepa- 
rate heists. 

In the worst burglary over 
the all-too-short summer break, 
thieves heisted 17 Apple iBook 
computers from a locked cabinet 
in Williamsburg’s Academy for 
Young Writers on South Third 
Street. 

The crooks got into the locked 
classroom and opened a com- 
bination lock between June 29 
and Aug. 25 , escaping from the 
high school, which is between 
Driggs Avenue and Roebling 
Street, with the laptops. 

Construction workers have 
been in the school since July 
1 , and all school faculty mem- 
bers know the combination to 
open the cabinet that contained 
the computers, cops said. 

In FortGreene, burglars stole 
three computers from JHS 113 
on Adelphi Street. 

Staff noticed that the comput- 
ers were missing from the locked 
classroom, which was not used 
for summer school, on Aug. 27 at 
around 8:30 am. Numerous peo- 


ple had keys to the room, lead- 
ing police to wonder if crooks 
stole the goods from the junior 
high, which is between Myrtle 
and Park avenues. 

Thieves also stole a $5,000 
digital projector from MS 51 in 
Park Slope, cops said. 

Police said that the crooks 
broke into the Fifth Avenue 
middle school, which is be- 
tween Fourth and Fifth streets, 
sometime during the break and 
stole the projector, a bike and a 
DVD player. 

The crime was discovered by 
custodians when they showed 
up for work on Aug. 28. 

But parents — and principals 
— shouldn’t be worried about 
an academic crime wave. 


“It is not uncommon for re- 
ports of ‘missing’ property to 
be filed upon the re-opening of 
facilities that had been closed 
for extended periods of time, 
and it is not uncommon for the 
‘missing’ property to later be 
found safe at locations otherthan 
where they were thought to be 
last seen,” said NYPD spokes- 
man Michael Collins. 

In the end, it’s up to each 
school to secure its own valu- 
ables — and each principal to 
figure out the best way to get 
them back. 

“Each school is responsible 
for making sure that the equip- 
ment is tightly locked,” said De- 
partment of Education spokes- 
woman Marge Feinberg. 



Bright day 

Dancers filled Eastern Parkway with feath- 
ery colors during the annual West Indian 
carnival on Labor Day. 



‘Matrimony’ author is wed to Slope 


By Gersh Kuntzman ings in and around the neighbor- 

The Brooklyn Paper _ hood next week to mark the pa- 

Park Slopers may feel like perback release of the hit novel, 
they’re married to Park Slope “It’ll be great — all my friends 


author Joshua Henkin 
next two weeks. 

The author of “Matrimony” 
(Vintage) will be doing three read- 


the arehere,”saidHenkin,whoteaches 
writing at Brooklyn College and 
Sarah Lawrence College in Bronx- 
ville, and has lived in Park Slope 


for nine years — that’s about how 
long it took to write 'Matrimony, a 
coming-of-age novel about aprivi- 
leged young writer’s love affair with 
words and with a young co-ed. 

“It took about 10 years to write 
— I threw out more than 3,000 
pages,” Henkin said. 


Joshua Henkin will be at Com- 
munity Bookstore (143 Seventh 
Ave. in Park Slope) on Sept. 9 at 
7:30 pm; Bookcourt (163 Court 
St. in Cobble Hill) on Sept. 10 
at 7:30 pm; and the Garfield 
Temple (271 Garfield PI. in Park 
Slope) on Sept. 18 at 7 pm. For 
info, visit joshuahenkin.com. 


Grand Opening 

Dyker Heights 

65 th Street & 13 th Avenue 

Opening Saturday, September 13 


New Account Gifts 



$25 Visa® Gift Card 


Free gift offer valid through September 23, 
2008 at the Dyker Heights store only. New 
checking or savings accounts with initial 
deposits of $250 or more are eligible. We 
reserve the right to substitute any gift wit' 
one of comparable value. Cannot b 
combined with any other offer. One gift 
maximum per household. Gifts v; ' 

$10 or greater will be reported as 
income. 




Bonus CD Rate 


4.00 


% 

APY 


2-Year 


Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is valid at 
the Dyker Heights store only. $500 
minimum deposit required; $100,000 
maximum deposit. No broker deposits. 
Rate accurate as of September 13, 2008, 
and subject to change without notice. 
Penalty for early withdrawal. Fees may 
reduce earnings. Commerce checking 


Commerce 

IBank 




% 


Grand Prize Drawing 


$1,500 

Weekend Getaway 

Drawing date: Tuesday, September 23, 2008 
Need not be present to win. 

Dmplete drawing rules available at the Dyker Heights store. No purchase nece 



Great Services 


• FREE Checking 

• FREE Online Banking • 

Deposit til 6pm; 

First year FREE, then only $100 

& Bill Pay 

Available Next Day! 

minimum balance. Plus, FREE first 
order of wallet-style checks! 

c ommerceonline. com 

Open 7 Days - 

• No-Fee Commerce ATM 
Visa® Check Card 

• FREE Coin Counting 

Our Penny Arcade® machines 
are fast and easy! 

361 Days a Year 


r 


America's Most Convenient Bank® 

1 - 888 - 751-9000 


475+ convenient locations throughout Metro New York, Metro Philadelphia, Metro Washington, DC and Southeast Florida 









A&S Pork to reopen in the Slope 


By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The fat is no longer in the 
fire for the beloved A&S Pork 
Store in Park Slope, now that 
the venerable shop has an- 
nounced it will move within 
the sausage-loving neighbor- 
hood rather than close. 

A sign posted this week in 
the window of the Fifth Avenue 
store announced the move from 
near First Street to a larger store- 
front between Second and Third 
streets that currently houses a 
martial arts school. 

“We are all very excited,” 
said a partner, Mel Diaz. 

The store’s current location 
will close on Sept. 28 and re- 
open in late November in the 


new location. Diaz said he and 
his partners are still designing 
the space, but they plan to stock 
more Italian specialties , expand 
their meals-to-go options, and 
build a room dedicated solely 
to making sausage. 

“We haven’t decided where 
everything will be locatedyet,” 
he said. “We just signed the lease 
last week,” Diaz said. 

Concerns over the legendary 
store’s demise first circulated ear- 
lier this summer when the store’s 
owners and landlord squabbled 
over rent . An A&S owner, Salva- 
toreBonello, threatened to close 
forever because rents across the 
neighborhoods were so high and 
space was so tight. 

The store will be paying more 
than the current $5,000-per- 



Mel Diaz, one of the owners of the A&S Pork Store on Fifth 
Avenue, was so happy about the shop's just-announced 
relocation that he showed off his salamis. 


month rent at the new loca- 
tion, but Diaz would not elab- 
orate beyond saying the price 
is “expensive.” 

The martial arts studio will, 
in turn, be moving to a much- 
needed larger space on Union 
Street and Third Avenue, said 
its owner, Tessa Gordon. 

“We’re obviously happy about 
A&S not having to close,” Gor- 
don said. “I love their stuffed 
peppers.” 

Meat-lovers borough-wide 
were rejoicing, too. 

“When I want a good sand- 
wich, I come here, and I’m 
very picky about my sand- 
wiches,” said real-estate bro- 
ker Jesselle Eli, who lives in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant. “I would 
have helped them find a new 


place — I would do anything 
to keep this place open.” 

And for Park Slopers, the 
news was that much more sig- 
nificant. 

“All of these neighborhood 
places are going out of business,” 
said Jean LeBec, 60. “I appreci- 
ate all the new restaurants and 
boutiques, but it’s upsetting af- 
ter a while. It changes the char- 
acter of the neighborhood. I’m 
glad it didn’t happen [here].” 
Anthony Scicchitano first 
opened the shop in 1948 and 
built the company into an em- 
pire with 26 franchises in Staten 
Island, Long Island, and New 
Jersey. When Scicchitano died 
in 2006, his daughters took over 
the building and leased the space 
to Bonnello, who had worked 
closely with the founder. 

But that relationship became 
strained last year, leading to the 
rent dispute, the threat to close 
and the sandwich-saving move. 
— with Michael Lipkin 




New graffiti along the elevated F train in Carroll Gardens says "World Screaming Nov." The same message can be found in Coney Island (center) and Paris (right). 


Railroad graffiti is nothing to ‘scream’ about 


By Michael Lipkin 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Rest assured Brooklyn — Nov. 1 1 will be a 
scream-free day. 

Some Brooklynites got spooked when they 
saw ominous graffiti scrawled along the side of 
the Smith-Ninth Street F-train tracks this week. 


seeming to proclaim, “World Screaming Nov 11.” 
But instead of hinting at a planned attack this 
fall, the message is part of a grassroots public- 
ity campaign for grafitti legend Dumar Brown’s 
new book, “The World Screaming Nov.” (Appar- 
ently, Brown was a bit sloppy with his quotation 
marks, leading to the confusion about Nov. 11.) 

Brown’s semi-autobiographical tome is the lat- 


est in a series about Nov, a graffiti artist from 
Brooklyn. The book’s title has been tagged all 
over the world on walls and buildings by Brown 
to build anticipation for the book’s launch later 
this year. 

In an e-mail interview with The Brooklyn Pa- 
per, Brown said that the scribbles were not graf- 
fiti. 


“It was just an advertisement,” he wrote. “I 
didn’t have permission, but then again nobody 
ever asked me if it was OK that they put bill- 
boards up in my sight. I’m not a vandal.” 

A spokesman for New York City Transit said 
the agency had not seen the writing or received 
complaints about it, though it has been up for a 


Ikea’s shuttle no longer an ‘idle’ threat 


By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Ikea bus-aster at Bor- 
ough Hall and in Park Slope 
has been resolved. 

Earlierthis summer, residents 
ofBrooklyn Heights, Carroll Gar- 
dens and the Slope were enraged 
that Ikea shuttle buses were idling 
and blowing diesel exhaust into 
the air at their loading and un- 
loading zones in those neighbor- 
hoods. The buses show up every 
1 5 minutes from 10 am to 10 pm 
on Joralemon Street near Court 
Street and at the intersections of 


I’ll be your 
bridge from 
where you are 
to where you 
want to be 



211 Court St., Bklyn 
917.797.1351 
718.625.3700 Ext. 12 
brooklynbridgerealty.com 



Downtowners complain about IKEA's shuttle bus, which 
was often seen idling and taking up space on busy Jora- 
lemon Street opposite the Municipal Building 


Ninth Street and Fourth Avenue 
and Smith Street. 

Last week, officials with the 
big box superstore met with Com- 
munity Boards 2 and 6 and an- 
nounced that they had fixed the 
problem by hiring more dispatch- 
ers to regulate bus schedules. 

Ikea spokesman Joseph Roth 
added that the mega-retailer is 


also doing its own monitoring. 

And it’s working, commu- 
nity leaders said. 

“It seems, for the most part, 
we have resolved our issue at 
Borough Hall,” said Commu- 
nity Board 2 District Manager 
Rob Perris, who was among the 
first to demand that Ikea fix the 
idling problem. 


Residents near the Park Slope 
and Gowanus locations said they 
were concerned about traffic 
congestion and were confused 
about where exactly the buses 
stopped — but traffic there has 
also calmed, a visit revealed. 

“They can’t do much better 
than that,” said Boerum Hill res- 
ident Bill Harris. 


Making Plaza ‘Grand’ 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Grand Army Plaza is a traf- 
fic nightmare — but starting 
next week, it’ll host a tantaliz- 
ing exhibition of what might 
lie in store. 

On Sept. 13,30 winning en- 
tries from a contest to redesign 


the once illustrious gateway to 
Prospect Park will go on dis- 
play underneath the Soldiers’ 
and Sailors’ Arch, where citi- 
zens can view how the space 
might look in several years, ex- 
plained event organizer Debo- 
rah Marton, the executive di- 
rector of the Design Trust for 


Public Space. 

Among the designs are plans 
to create a permanent greenmar- 
ket and reconfigure traffic pat- 
terns to allow easier pedestrian 
access to the center plaza. 

"Reinventing Grand Army 
Plaza," will open with a party on 
Sept 13 from 11 am to 4 pm. 




30 Fifth Avenue 

(at Dean St., near Flatbush Ave) 


victoryvisioncare.com 

(718)622-2020 


Loose 
Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 



• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 


r ” . I Call today for your FF 

ONLY $595 | n oqq cone 

FOR DENTURE! 

L Limited Time Offer i 461 77th st “ Ba V Ri 
-With-PuchaseofM^J 



LOOK GREAT, SEE GREAT! 


Specialists on Staff: 

Kevin S. Meyers, M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Colman, O.D., Optometry 
Tatyana Galinsky, O.D. 

• Comprehensive Eye Exams 

• Prescription Filled 

Most Medical Insurance Accepted • Union Plans • Medicaid • Medicare 
Discounts For Senior Citizens • Transportation provided if eligible 

9 th Street OptieaC 


332 9th Street • Brooklyn (718) 965-2545 

(between 5th & 6th Ave.) 




We Accept Most of Union Plans, UFT, Insurance, Medicaid And Medicare 
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Democrat Michael McMahon: 

Change We Can Trust In The United States Congress 



In the New York City Council, Democrat Michael McMahon has 
fought hard and won real results for the people of Brooklyn and Staten 

Island by: 


Preserving the environment by saving and expanding the recyding program 

^ increasing rapid bus services to aid commuters 

^ Securing $26 miSHon in funding to improve local schools and providing 
computer labs in every school in his council district 

Protecting our communities from overdevelopment fri rough down-zoning 

Providing qualified nurses in public and non-public schools for our children 


Now, We Need Democrat Michael McMahon in the United States Congress, 
He'll Never Stop Fighting for Our Families . 



^McMahon 

United States Congress 

Change We Can Trust 

www.MikeMcMahonforCongress.com 

I PAID FOR BY MCMAHON FOR CONGRESS * GEORGE CAPUTO, TREASURER I 
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Paint thinner 

77th St station to get new coat; 
other Ridge stations need more 


They are the stations where paint 
isn’t enough. 

While the peeling and flaking 77th 
Street R train station is about to get a 
new paint job. The Brooklyn Paper has 
learned that Bay Ridge’s other grimy 
stations may not get one because they 
suffer from such serious infrastructure 
problems that a paint job would offer 
only an inconsequential uplift. 

The MTA says it’s including 77th 
Street in a $52-million project that will 
put a fresh coat of paint on stairways, 
platforms and mezzanines throughout 
the city — but the gritty Bay Ridge Av- 
enue, 86th Street and 95th Street sta- 
tions will not be included in the job. 

In choosing which stations to re- 
paint, the MTA did not consider stops 
that suffered from larger problems — 
like water leaks , transit spokeswoman 
Deidre Parker said. 

“It depends on when they were last 
painted, or if they were rehabbed re- 
cently,” she said. “If they need other 



extensive work, they’re not going to 
paint over existing problems.” 

Parker “did not have information” 
about why other Bay Ridge stations 
were not included in the repainting. 

Avisitby aBrooklynPaper photogra- 
pher exposed the chipping ceilings and 
grimy walls at the Bay Ridge Avenue 
station, peeling tiles and rampant rust 
at the 86th Street stop, and the general 
shabbiness at the 95th Street station. 

The MTA is in the process of plan- 
ning repair work for the beleaguered 
86th Street Station with money that’s 
already been allotted, but there isn’t 
enough money available to fund a to- 
tal renovation, Parker said. 

The MTA wouldn’t say when or if 





Harbor Motor Inn 



• 25 years in business 

• Convenient location 

(off Exit 5 on the Belt Pkwy, 
B6 bus stops in front) 


• Ample parking on premises 

• 24 hour security 

• Easy Taxi Cab Access 

• Food Deliveries 


Harbor Motor Inn 
1730 Shore Parkway 
(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 

Phone: (718) 946-9200 

H Fax: (718) 266-0888 ®# 



The R train's 77th Street station is about to get a new 
paint job — but The Brooklyn Paper found that all the 
other R-line stations in the neighborhood need plenty 
of work, too. (Clockwise from top) Here are the Bay 
Ridge Avenue, 95th Street and 77th Street stations. 


there are plans to repair the Bay Ridge 
Avenue station or the 95th Street stop. 

The news that the 77th Street stop will 
be repainted comes just two months after 
the MTA scratched longstanding plans to 
renovate the decaying Smith and Ninth 
Street F- andG-train station, the decrepit 
Fourth Avenue and Ninth Street F- and 
R-train station, 10 dingy stops along the 


D line between the Ninth Avenue and 
Bay 50th Street, and four shabby stations 
along the N line between the Eighth Av- 
enue and 18th Avenue. 

Councilman Vince Gentile (D-Bay 
Ridge) is disappointed that the MTA is 
focusing on aesthetics at the 77th Street 
station instead of fixing the “rancid” 86th 
Street station, or improving the shoddy 


R-train service throughout Bay Ridge. 

“We won’t refuse a little paint on the 
walls to make it look nicer, but it kind of 
feels like the community is getting the 
brush off,” said Gentile spokeswoman 
Dena Libner. “The R train is basically 
a joke. It’s unreliable, it runs as a shuttle 
at night — there are other issui 
important than peeling paint.” 
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Jyn Do? House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

I 718 222-4900 

\\ yam-lOpm weekdays, 9am-l0pm weekends 

P 

/ • 2 supervised playgrounds -fun S SAFE 

' j • web cams - watcn your dog play 
I • curbside pick up and drop off 

1 • air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

1 • individual attention 

1 • multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

\ 

/ ]Tj DOUglaSS (at (th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Call it the ‘Green’ church 

Salvage crews move in to sell whatever doesn't move 

By Ben Muessig OnAug.29,aBrooklynPaper 

The Brooklyn Paper photographer spotted workers 

loading relics from the church, 
which is on the comer of Oving- 
ton and Fourth avenues, into a 
van owned by the antique com- 
pany Olde Good Things. 

A manager at the business’ 

Manhattan location would not 
confirm what — if anything — 
will be preserved and sold, but an 
employee said there is no limit 
to what the Pennsylvania-based 


ONE FREE COMIC 

or free Yankees or Mets card with this ad* 


The “Green Church” might 
be coming down — but it’s 
also going up for sale. 

As the 109-year-old Bay 
Ridge UnitedMethodist Church 
inches towards its date with the 
wrecking ball, parts of the ser- 
pentine-stoned building are be- 
ing prepped for sale by an ar- 
chitectural salvage company. 


Can God be Speaking to Us Today? 


Yes He Is! 

A FREE 

One Hour Presentation 
Sat., Sept. 20 th at 1:00pm 


“Com. 




esyou. 



Hear the story of Vassula Ryden, former socialite, 
model, & tennis player, and the remarkable encounter 
she had with her guardian angel, Daniel. Vassula began 
a supernatural written dialogue with Jesus Christ that 
continues to this day. These written divine inspirations 
have been translated into 42 languages. Experience life 
changing, breathtaking spiritual insights 
... like you have never had before. 

Free True Life In God book to all attendees ' — 
Best Western Gregory Hotel 
83-15 4th Avenue, Bay Ridge 


True Life In God 

w.TLIG.org • Debbie: (718) 266-0024 




Laminate Veneers 

Can Improve Your Smile! FREE Consultation . 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

bonding, bridges, crowns 

• Root Canal, Dentures 

• Gum Disease Treatment 

• Child-Friendly, Gentle 

quality family dentistry 
for 28 years 

Brian Ketover, DMD • (718) 768-8400 

580 Fifth Ave (Between 16th St. & Prospect Ave.) 

Call for appointment • Most insurance accepted 



Salvage operations are already underway at the soon-to- 
be-demolished "Green Church" on Fourth and Ovington 
avenues in Bay Ridge. (Below) Plywood covers up a hole left 
when a stained-glass window was removed for future sale. 


company might salvage. 

“We can take anything — 
any architectural details, all 
the way down to the boards in 
the wall,” said Joe, who works 
at the company’s Los Angeles 
office. “It could be stained glass, 
it could be lighting. It could be 
the pews. It all depends on the 
building.” 

Green Church Pastor Robert 
Emerick — who has long sought 
to demolish the tough-to-maintain 
church, sell the land on which it 
sits, and build a smaller, more 
modern and more manageable 



Loose Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 

have the “Mini-Implant System” placed in 

less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 

favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 

on ABC & Fox News 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverage) 

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. 


*0NLY $595 | 

FOR DENTURE! 

L Limited Time Offer ■ 

with a puchase of MDI I 




Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718-833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge • 1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www. oraldentalcare. com 


house of worship — could not 
be reached for comment. 

Neighborhood preservation- 
ists enjoyed a brief respite from 
their increasingly uphill battle 
to save the church when they 
learned that a few parts of the 
historic building might sur- 

“We’re kind of happy that 
at least the priceless treasures 
aren’t going to turn up in the 
Dumpster,” said Eric Rouda, a 
member of the Committee to 
Save the Bay Ridge United Meth- 
odist Church. “It’s sad that it’s 
going to go, but at least for a 
price, it will go into someone’s 

And it seems thatthe church’s 
fate is quickly becoming set in 

The 30 Methodists who 
once worshipped in the ver- 
dant building now pray at the 
Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd on the corner of 74th 
Street and Fourth Avenue, and 
wooden planks have already re- 
placed the church’s stained glass 
windows. 

On Sept. 2, the church filed 
with the Department of Build- 
ings to demolish the house of 
worship outright. Last month, 
the agency rejected preliminary 
plans to build a seven-story, 72- 
unit apartment building and 
smaller church on the site. But 
that rejection is believed to be 
only temporary. 


Steve 

HARRISON 2008 


United States Con g ress 



Democratic Primary 

-Tuesday, September 9th 

Steve Harrison grew up and lives in our neighborhood. He 
raised his family, coached our kids, built a small business 
here, and employed our 
friends and neighbors. 

As Chair of Community 
Board 10, he stopped 
overdevelopment here by 
pushing through Brooklyn’s 
largest re -zoning ever. 

Today, Steve is fighting the threatened toxic garbage dump near 
Nellie Bly. He strongly opposed Congestion Pricing and large 
property tax increases, all championed and voted for by his 
primary opponent. 

Now, Steve needs your help to win Congress. 

On Tuesday, September 9, 2008... 

...VOTE Steve Harrison for Congress! 

For more information please call 
(718) 720 - 8683 
or visit 

SteveHarrisonForCongress.com 

Paid for by Friends of Stephen Harrison 
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Gunman gives driver scare of his life 


Park Slope 

A gunman pulled his cargo van 
alongside a driver who had parked 
on Third Avenue and pointed the 9 
mm pistol in the man’s face — but 
the would-be robber didn’t get any- 
thing because the terrified driver 
hit the gas and drove off. 

Cops said that the gunman sur- 
prised the driver at 14th Street at 
around 4 pm on Aug. 26, pulled 
out the black gun, and said, “Don’t 
do anything stupid.” 

But the driver didn’t listen — 
hitting the gas and speeding out 
of there before a more serious 
crime could be committed. 

Unsweet crime 

A thief grabbed a woman’s 
pocketbook while she enjoyed 
a treat at a Seventh Avenue bak- 
ery on Aug. 28. 

Cops said that the 69-year-old 
victim, a New Jersey resident, did 
not notice when the thief grabbed 
her purse at around 12:15 pm. 

Inside the bag was $150 and 
various cards. 

Cops have a good description 
of the perp, thanks to a surveil- 
lance camera at the restaurant, 
which is between First and Sec- 
ond streets. 

Third railed 

“Don’t sleep in the subway, 
darling” is always good advice 
— as a 29-year-old man found 
out on Aug. 23. 

The man told cops that he 
boarded a Coney Island-bound 
N train at Pacific Street at around 
1 am and promptly fell asleep. 
When he woke up just two sta- 
tions later, he discovered that his 
cellphone and wallet, whichcon- 
tained a $90 Metrocard, $20 and 
various cards, had been taken. 

The victim added that there 
was no way that the wallet “could 
have fallen out of his pockets ac- 
cidentally.” 

Nice burgs 

Two apartments in a Garfield 
Place building were broken into 
back-to-back on Aug. 28, an in- 
dication that the same thief was 

The thief came in through the 
cellar of the building, which is be- 
tween Polhemus andFiske places, 
at around 7:30 pm, cops said. Just 
15 minutes later, a 31-year-old 
tenant of the building said he no- 
ticed that his fancy off-road bi- 
cycle was missing. 

Minutes later, the thief was on 
the job in an upstairs apartment, 
taking a laptop and an iPod from 
a first-floor unit at around 8 pm, 
according to police records. 

In an unrelated theft earlier on 


the same day, a Sterling Place man 
lost Xbox and Playstation systems, 
plus alaptop,whenabuiglar broke 
into his apartment, which is be- 
tween Sixth and Seventh avenues 
between 7:30 am and 2 pm, when 
the tenant returned. 

Snatched! 

Two perps grabbed a Bergen 
Street woman’s wallet as she 
walked out of her apartment 
building on Aug. 28. 

The woman, who lives between 
Third and Fourth avenues, had 
her wallet in her hand at around 
6:30 am, when the perps ran up 
to her, grabbed it, and raced away 
down Fourth Avenue. 

— G ersh Kuntzman 


Brooklyn Heights-DUMBO 

Downtown-Boerum Hill 

Elec-gone-ics 

A burglar broke into an At- 
lantic Avenue apartment over- 
night on Aug. 24 and stole sev- 
eral expensive electronics. 

The homeowners, who live near 
Henry Street, told cops that when 
they left the apartment at 2 pm, 
everything was in order. But when 
they returned the next afternoon, 
their front door was open. 

Closer inspection revealed 
that a perp had pushed in a fan 
in a back window, entered the 
apartment, stole a flat-screen TV, 
speakers and an iPod, and left 
through the front door. 

Family jewels 

A perp stole two pieces of dia- 
mond jewelry froma car parked in 
an Adams Street lot on Aug. 22. 

The car’s owner, a Maryland 
woman, hid a diamond ring and 
diamond-and-gold earrings worth 
$4,500 under her car seat and let 
a valet park her car. But when she 
retrieved the car the next morning 
from the lot, which is near Wil- 
loughby Street, the rings were 
gone. 

Yes/no 

Six thugs mugged a Bronx boy 
in a Downtown park on Aug. 27. 

The victim was sitting on a 
bench near the intersection of Jay 
and Tillary streets just before 6 
pm when one perp approached 
him and asked if he had a cell- 
phone. The victim said, “Yes,” 
so the punk asked for it. That’s 
when the victim said, “No.” 

That answer wasn’t good 
enough, so a second man came 
over and punched the victim in 
the face, grabbing the phone. A 
third thug snatched the victim’s 
video game player. 

All the perps then ran away 
on Flatbush Avenue Extension. 


Parking not 

A perp mugged a Livingston 
Street man as he was parking his 
car on Atlantic Avenue early on 
Aug. 29. 

Just as the man got out of his 
car, which he had parked be- 
tween Court and Adams streets 
at around 5 :45 am, the thug bashed 
him in the head with a blunt ob- 
ject, knocked him unconscious, 
and stole $300. 

— Sarah Portlock 


88TH PRECINCT 


Fort Greene-Clinton Hill 

No relief 

The troubles continued for 
DeKalb Avenue merchants who 
have been plagued by burglaries 
for months, when another store 
owner reported being struck on 
the night of Aug. 25. 

Between midnight and 7 am, 
crooks apparently broke into the 
grocery, between Clermont and 
Vanderbilt avenues, by using the 
basement, which is shared with a 
neighboring residential building. 

The burglars stole $600, two 
boxes of cigarettes and six boxes 
of Tylenol. 

Anyone without a headache 
is considered a suspect. 

Cop rock 

Thieves stole a motorcycle on 
Aug. 14 that had been seized by 
police and impounded at the 88th 
Prec inct stationhouse on Classon 
Avenue. 

Police parked the 2007 Honda 
crotch rocket, which belongs to a 
22-year-old Brooklyn man, be- 
hind the station at the corner of 
DeKalb Avenue at 11 am. But 
by Aug. 27, cops noticed that the 
bike was gone. 

Off the money 

Two thugs failed to steal a cash 
register from a Myrtle Avenue 
deli on Aug. 24, and injured the 
clerk in their attack. 

The duo entered the bodega 
between Clermont and Vander- 
bilt at 7:15 pm, and one half of 
the pair brazenly shoplifted some 
minor items. The other hooligan 
threw a television set at the ca- 
shier, who had confronted him 
about his companion’s crime. The 
TV chucker tried to remove the 
cash register from the counter, 
but failed, and fled down Cler- 
mont Avenue with his partner. 

Welcome home 

A Lafayette Avenue burglary 
abruptly snapped a vacationing 
woman back into reality on Aug. 
24. 

The 30-year-old victim told po- 
lice she was getting a little R&R 
from Aug. 15 through Aug. 24. 


Find more online every Wednesday at 

www.BrooklynPaper.com/blotter 


of the thugs, so he stabbed the 
kicking perp him in the stom- 
ach with his pocket knife. 

All four thugs then fled. 

Eight is enough 

A teenage victim was attacked rat 
Cropsey Avenue when eight perps 
beat him with clubs on Aug. 28. 

The boy told cops that he was 
walking near Bay 25th Street at 
around 5 : 30 pm when eight crim- 
inals surrounded him and began 
to punch him. The vicious thugs 
then pulled out clubs and beat the 
victim over the head. 

Rear window 

It was a week of rear-window 
break-ins in Bensonhurst. 

• An apartment on 82nd Street, 
between 19th and 20th avenues, 
was robbed of more than $5,000 
on Aug. 24. 

• A house on 65th Street, be- 
tween 25th Avenue and Bay 40th 
Street, was broken into on Aug. 
29 at around 6:30 pm. 

• A rear window was tampered 
with when ahome on 65th Street, 
between 23rd and 24th avenues, 
was burglarized on Aug. 29. 

— Michael Lipkin 


Upon returning to her apart- 
ment between Carlton Avenue 
and Adelphi Street, she found her 
rear window and front door wide 
open and was missing her televi- 
sion set, some computer equip- 
ment and assortment of battery 
chargers for her gadgets and about 
$10 in spare change. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


77TH PRECINCT 


Prospect Heights 

Bicycle thieves 

Thieves stole a woman’s bike 
from a rack on Eastern Parkway 
on Aug. 30. 

The victim had locked her bike, 
worth about $400, at a seemingly 
secure place between Classon and 
Underhill Avenues, using both a 
regular lock and a chain. 

But neither proved a great ob- 
stacle to the bike-napper, who 
clipped the chain and made off 
with the wheels at about 5 pm. 

Another bike thief stole a two- 
wheeler in front of a home on St. 
Marks Avenue between Carlton 
and Vanderbilt Avenues overnight 
on Aug. 28. 

Take it EZ 

A man’s EZ pass and gas com- 
pany credit card were stolen from 
his hybrid car’s window over- 
night on Aug. 23. 

The man told cops that he had 
parked his car on Eastern Parkway 
between Vanderbilt and Classon 
Avenues that evening, and came 
back the next morning to find the 
valuable cards missing. 

— Allison Bos worth 


62ND PRECINCT 


Bensonhurst 

A friend in need 

A pair of friends was attacked 
on Shore Parkway on Aug. 30, but 
quick wits — and a pocketknife 
— may have saved their lives. 

The victims, a young man 
and woman, were walking near 
Bay 16th Street at around 1:30 
am when four perps approached 
them and began hitting and kick- 
ing the teenaged boy, eventually 
throwing him to the ground. 

The teen told cops that while 
he was on the ground, he became 
fearful for his life and that of his 
friend, who was being dragged 
down a flight of stairs by three 



FOR 7 MONTHS 
+SEPTEMBER FREE 

OFFER ENDS SEPTEMBER 30 



ALMOST 8 MONTHS OF CARDIO, AQUATICS, 
DANCE, BOXING, RACQUETBALL, WALLYBALL, 
GROUP CONDITIONING CLASSES, SPINNING, 
PILATES, MARTIAL ARTS, SPORTS CONDITIONING, 
SQUASH, SOFTBALL, YOGA, & JUNIOR SPORTS. 
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BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 43 CLARK STREET 718 625-0500 
METROTECH 3 3 3 A D A M S ST R E ET 718 330-0007 
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68TH PRECINCT 


Bay Ridge 

iPhooled! 

Cops arrested a man for at- 
tempting to swindle another man 
out of $39,000 on Aug. 26. 

The 44-year-old victim met 
the suspect, whom he knew, on 
Senator Street, between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues, at around 3 
pm. The victim told cops that the 
perp was supposed to sell him 65 
iPhones for just under $40,000 
— which is actually not a very 
good price. 

The victim handed over the 
cash, and the perp went inside, 
supposedly to retrieve the goods. 
But never came back outside. 

The victim eventually called the 
police, who arrested the suspect. 

Evil roommate 

A Ridge Boulevard apartment 
was allegedly burgled sometime 
in the last two weeks by one of 
its own tenants. 

The 28-year-old victim told 
cops she left her roommate in 
the apartment, between 74th and 
75th streets, while she went on 
vacation. When she returned on 
Aug. 26, she found the roommate 
had moved out — but not be- 
fore snatching the victim’s lap- 
top, iPod, cellphone and $900. 

5 large gone 

Someone broke into an 83rd 
Street apartment on Aug. 19. 

The 53-year-old owner of the 
apartment, between Second and 
Third avenues, told cops he ar- 
rived home at around 6:15 pm and 
found the back door wide open, 
and a watch, two cellphones, var- 
ious debit and credit cards and 
$5,000 were gone from inside. 

— Emily Lavin 


90TH PRECINCT 


Williamsburg-Bushwick 

Training day 

Thieves took over the Hewes 
Street J-train station on Aug. 25. 
Here are the horrifying details: 

• Two knife-wielding thieves at- 
tempted to mug a pair of 15-year- 
olds as they waited for the train 
at around 3:15 pm by demanding 
that the youngsters empty their 
pockets. 

When one of the victims re- 
fused to fork over a video game 
console, the thugs punched him 
in the face, but he was able to 
jump on the train before they 
could grab the Sony product. 

• One of the same hoodlums 
tried to rip a gold chain from a 
45 -year-old woman’s neck as she 
waited for a train five minutes 
later, but he left empty-handed. 

• At around 3:30 pm, a thug 
yanked a gold chain from a 
53-year-old straphanger’s neck 
as she climbed the stairs towards 
the Manhattan-bound platform 
of the station. 

Stealing music 

A law-breaking rocker stole a 
$2,000 guitar from a Wythe Av- 
enue music shop on Aug. 26. 

The thieving musician browsed 
the store for about 10 minutes be- 
fore he grabbed the Rickenbacker 
ax at around 2:45 pm. Once the 
crook fled from the shop, which 
is near the corner of South First 
Street, he jumped into surpris- 
ingly un-rock-and-roll getaway 
car — a white Volkswagen. 

Billyburg slugger 

A vicious thug with a base- 
ball bat hospitalized a 30-year- 
old man as he walked home from 
an Aug. 25 party. 

The bat-wielding baddie at- 
tacked the victim at comer of 
Waterbury and Maujer streets at 
aiound2:35 am,bloodying his face, 
pummeling his rib cage and legs, 
and sending the bruised victim to 
Bellevue Hospital for treatment. 

Masked mug! 

A cloaked crook who claimed 
he had a gun robbed a 17-year- 
old girl of her necklace and ear- 
rings on Aug. 26. 

The vicious villain — who 
donned a black ski mask dur- 
ing the mugging — punched the 
victim in the eye after demanding 
her money at the corner of Man- 


hattan Avenue and Varet Street 
at around 12:10 am. 

The teenaged victim forked over 
her gold name-plate chain and ear- 
rings and the attacker fled. 

Obvious motive 

A cash-craving crook offered a 
Driggs Avenue woman a simple ex- 
planation of why he broke into her 
apartment on Aug. 26: money. 

The robber climbed into the 
apartment, which is between 
South Second and South Third 
streets, through a rear window 
around 9:40 pm while the 32-year- 
old resident was at a store. 

When the resident returned 10 
minutes later, she found the bur- 
glar standing there. 

“I just need some money,” the 
crook toldher, before dashing away 
with a diamond necklace and two 
pearl necklaces, which are worth 
about $9,000 altogether. 

Got an iPod? 

Three thugs smackeda23-year- 
old man in the jaw and snatched 
his iPod, cellphone and cash on 
Aug. 26. 

“What you got?” one of the 
thugs asked when he confronted 
the victim at the corner of South 
Third and Berty nd 

12:35 am. 

But the crooks slugged the vic- 
tim and grabbed his valuables 
before he could respond. 

— Ben Muessig 


G reenpoint-Williamsburg 

Doctor: No! 

Burglars broke into an apart- 
ment on Graham Avenue near 
Engert Avenue while the resident 
was on vacation, snatching valu- 
able medical supplies and elec- 
tronics. 

The thieves got into the apart- 
ment through the front door be- 
tween 4 am on Aug. 16 and 8:30 
am on Aug. 25, cops said. 

Shop work 

Thieves picked a padlock, 
lifted a security gate, and forced 
their way into a North Fifth Street 
shop overnight on Aug. 29, but 
all they got was a lousy $42. 

The crooks struck the store, 
which is between Bedford Ave- 
nue and Berry, between 5:15 pm 
and 11:15 am the next day. 

Apple tree? 

Ahoodlumused some wood to 
steal an Apple from a North Fifth 
Street apartment on Aug. 27. 

While the victim was out of 
the house between 9 and 11:45 
pm, the crook propped open a 
rear window and snatched aMac- 
Book computer from apartment, 
which is between Roebling and 


Havemeyer streets. 

Sneaky sneaks 

Burglars stole two safes from 
a North Sixth Street shoe store 
overnight on Aug. 27. 

The crooks got into the ballet 
flat emporium, which is between 
Bedford Avenue and Berry Street, 
between 9:30 pm and 10:15 am the 
next morning, and escaped with two 
safes from the back of the store. 

The thieves might have had 
keys to the front gate and front 
door, because there were no signs 
of forced entry, cops said. 

— Ben Muessig 


Air conned 

A burglar plundered a Clin- 
ton Street apartment by kicking 
in the air-conditioning unit on 
Aug. 22. 

The 42-year-old resident of 
the building, between Warren 
and Congress streets, told po- 
lice that she was not home from 
8:30 amto 8:50 pm, when the thief 
tookher Gateway laptop and Fuji 
camera. — Mike McLaughlin 


Religious 

76th precinct ■! Services 


Cobble Hill-Carroll 
Gardens-Red Hook 

You’ve got jail 

A prowler pilfered a Clinton 
Street home and didn’t leave his 
calling card, but rather his e- 
mail address, on Aug. 19. 

The thief ransacked the res- 
idence, between Kane and De- 
graw streets, apparently stealing 
everything of any value while the 
46-year-old victim was not home 
from 8:30 am to 7:30 pm. 

However, the bandit left a 
note saying the woman should 
e-mail him if she wanted to buy 
her belongings back from him. 
(Cops withheld the actual ad- 
dress because they are investi- 
gating the case.) 

In the final twist to the break- 
in, almost of all her possessions, 
with the exception of her flat- 
screen television, had merely 
been moved to her basement. 

Apple a day 

Burglars stole half a bushel 
of Apple products from an At- 
lantic Avenue apartment over- 
night on Aug. 19. 

The victim told police that 
he was not home from 7:20 pm 
until 3 am early the next morn- 
ing, but when he got home, he 
discovered that somebody had 
stolen two Mac laptops , and two 
iPod docking stations. 

Free parking 

Thieves aborted an armed 
robbery of a Smith Street park- 
ing lot on Aug. 28 after being 
told there was no cash on the 
premises. 

The two gunmen got off to 
a blazing start by threatening 
the attendant in the garage be- 
tween Third and Fourth places at 
10:30 pm. One shouted, “Gimme 
the money,” and the other said, 
“I’m going to shoot you,” but the 
worker told them there was no 
money, so they fled. 


Squarehead caught, 
break-ins persist 


The smasher just got col- 
lared — but the car thefts and 
break-ins have proliferated in 
his absence! 

Cops arrestedDarren “Square- 
head” Stone last week for an 
April car break-in in DUMBO 
— sending the career criminal 
back to Rikers Island, where he 
has lived, on and off, for most 
of the year. 

Last week’s arrest is Stone’s 
seventh of the year — and that 
long rap sheet means he’s now 
facing up to seven years in 
prison, said Jonah Bruno, a 
spokesman for Brooklyn Dis- 
: Attorney Charles Hynes. 


The n 


it for 


breaking into an SUV on Wa- 
ter Street in April might never 
have happened if Stone hadnot cut 
his hand on the broken glass and 
left drops of blood in the car, said 
cops, who linked Stone to prior 
crimes because of the DNA. 

Stone’s court-appointed at- 
torney, Kleon Andreadis, said 
he will investigate whether the 
alleged blood stain was actually 
from his client. 

“If it is his blood, then the 
case turns one way, and if it is 
not his blood, the case clearly 
turns another way,” Andreadis 
said. “And I won’t have those 
results for quite some time.” 

Even with Stone off the street 
last week, at least three cars were 
reported stolen in the area and 
six others were broken into. 

And aDUMBO “Citizens Pa- 
trol” — which was created in 
part to warn residents and po- 
lice about Stone’s allegedreign 
of terror — received several tips 
that six car windows along Wa- 
ter Street were smashed over the 
weekend. 

Police from the 84th Precinct 
have beefed up security in the 
area in response to the crimes, 
but the Patrol’s anonymous ring- 
leader said he’s even more con- 

“This is exactly what I was 
fearing would happen,” said the 
resident, who goes by the han- 
dle “Dumbo Patrol.” “It seems 
like the whole area has gotten 
the perception of this lawless 
kind of area, and that’s discon- 
certing to me.” 

Before Stone’s arrest, the vig- 
ilante spent the night on Water 
Street with his camera, waiting 
for Stone to strike. But just as 
Stone rounded the corner, an 
accomplice spottedthe camera, 


It is those accomplices that 
now have the neighborhood on 
edge. Neighbors have spotted 
two teenagers walking in tandem 
down Water Street on opposite 
sides of the street , peeking into 
car windows for potential loot. 
The Citizens Patrol blog receives 
several unsolicited tips and re- 
ports each week, said “Dumbo 
Patrol.” 

Among last weeks 6 break-ins 
that could not have been com- 
mitted by Stone was the jack- 
ing of a DUMBO man’s min- 
ivan overnight from a spot on 
Front Street near Jay Street. 

The man, who lives around the 
corner on Jay Street , parked his 
van at around 11:30 pm on Aug. 
22, left it there over the week- 
end, and when he returned on 
Aug. 25, it was gone. 
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The 


Small ‘Towns’ 


Longtime Rep. clueless 
on foreign policy issues 



Rep. Ed Towns in The Paper's DUMBO office. 


A lot of people put members of Congress on aped- 
estal, as if those 435 people are august states- 
men in the mold of Roman senators or minor 
Greek gods. 

So when Rep. Ed Towns came to our offices last 
month to seek the endorsement of our editorial board, 
the junior members of our staff were clearly charmed 
by the 26-year incumbent, acting as if the congress- 
man was being carried in on a golden bier raised high 
by smiling lackeys. 

And then Towns spoke — and the image of a law- 
maker as a God-like figure immediately evaporated. 

In all my years of covering politics, I have never en- 
countered an incumbent as ill-informed as Towns. If 
you listen to Towns in our interview (posted at Brook- 
lynPaper.com, you’ll hear a man who was as baffled by 
our questions on foreign policy as a first-year interna- 
tional relations student ... at a junior college ... in an 
economically disadvantaged country. 

The tape is worth listening to. It’s pretty rare for the 
public to actually hear their elected representatives in 
unscripted moments . The reason? When these guys go 
off-script, they tend to talk nonsense. 

Case in point: We asked Towns about the Russian 
invasion of Georgia last month. Here’s what he said: 

“I think that in most cases, if you sit down and you ne- 
gotiate, you usually can work things out . War, it [pause] 
does so much damage, not only to a country and a peo- 
ple in terms of resources, and all those kind of things, 
and sol just feel bad that the United Stales really is not 
in strong position, you know, to get in there and nego- 
tiate, because, you know, we’re so thin.” 

That seemed vague, so we probed further. Towns 
did not: 

“Well, you know, in terms of, you know, I think that 
you have to recognize that any time you have conflict, 
you have the United Nations, which has its role, to be 
able to negotiate, to be able to resolve. And the United 
States is number one in terms of being the big stick. I 
think that the United States should have been able to 
step in and to be able to provide the kind of leader- 
ship and be able to negotiate, but we’re not able to do 
it. So therefore, I just think that it’s a bad situation, a 
bad time, and I just want you to know, that I think that 
war is something that should be the last of the last of 
the last of the last of everything.” 

Then we asked him about recent U.S. saber-rattling 
in Poland. 

After a long pause, Towns said, “I’m not familiar 
with that one.” 

So we reminded Towns that the story had been widely 
reported in many media, how the United States, in an 
apparent show of force against a newly emboldened 
Russia, had inked a deal with Poland to establish a 
missile interceptor site. 

And Towns said again, “I’m not familiar with it, I’m 
sorry. I’m not familiar with that one.” 

Now, I’m the kind of guy who prefers his foreign affairs 
as one-night stands with Belarusian waitresses in Brigh- 
ton Beach, but even I found Towns’s answers in the for- 
eign policy segment of our interview inexcusable. 

In a separate interview with The Brooklyn Paper 
editorial board, Towns’s opponent Kevin Powell also 
seemed naive about the ways of the world. But Pow- 
ell has the excuse of being a rookie. Towns is a sitting 
member of Congress — one who chairs a government 
appropriations subcommittee. Does he really have no 
knowledge about such important issues of national se- 
curity? 

Apparently, he does not. When we asked him about 
the War in Iraq, his position shifted sometimes within 
the same sentence. 

“I think the threat from Iraq is a real one,” he started, 
gamely. “[But] we need to find a way to stop spend- 
ing this money. I mean, this is really ridiculous. This 
is just crazy. And you know it.” 

But when we asked what he’d do about it, he didn’t 
have a clue. 

“So what you’re saying is, we shouldn’t do anything 
about Iraq?” asked Brooklyn Paper Publisher Ed Wein- 
trob. 

“Not at the present time,” Towns said. “My prob- 
lem is that, all right, for the United States’ concern, I 
think every waking hour should be devoted to how to 
get out. ... We need to involve the United Nations. I 
mean, the UN is there. You know, I think, what’s the 
purpose of it? Why is it there?” 

Perhaps Ed Towns should be asking the same ques- 
tion about himself. 


Powell outage: Rookie’s flailing campaign 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A spirited newcomer’s uphill race 
against a rarely challenged 26-year- 
congressman is sputtering down to 
the very end — but in some ways, it 
hasn’t officially started. 

Congressional hopeful and former 
MTV “Real World” star Kevin Powell 
has been campaigning on a platform of 
change and “young genius” in a fight 
to unseat Rep. Ed Towns in a district 
that stretches from northern Brook- 
lyn Heights through Fort Greene and 
central Brooklyn to East New York, 
but rookie mistakes have plagued the 
42-year-old upstart’s unorthodox, un- 
der-funded campaign from the begin- 
ning. 

In fact, he hasn’t even properly reg- 
istered as a candidate, according to a 
letter posted on the Federal Election 
Commission Web site that was leaked 
by Towns’s campaign to The Brooklyn 
Paper and other media outlets. 

According to the FEC, Powell started 
accepting campaign donations without 
ever officially declaring his candidacy. 



Congressional hopeful Kevin Pow- 
ell in The Paper's DUMBO office. 


though he has until Sept. 12 — three 
days after the primary — to sort out the 
paperwork. Powell spokeswoman Er- 
ica Perkins said the campaign merely 
failed to update campaign records from 
Powell’s aborted 2006 run. 

“This was an administrative over- 
sight,” she said. 

Powell also failed to file his latest 
campaign finance report before the Aug. 
28 deadline — a tactic that some can- 
didates use when they are either trying 


to hide who their donors are, or hide 
how little they’ve raised. 

In Powell’s case, it could be the lat- 
ter: Aiming to court a youthful demo- 
I graphic, Powell threw rap concerts 
E instead of fundraisers and distributed 
| mix-tapes instead of mailers, but de- 
5 spite campaign aims of raising between 
• $350,000 and $400,000, he was only 
£ able to net $46,607, through lune, ac- 
i 1 cording to his luly filing. 

| Perkins said that the Aug. 28 filing 
| “has been delayed due to a problem in 
our program software.” 

The latest missteps are nothing new for 
the Powell campaign, which has bounced 
from slip-up to slip-up, starting with co- 
median Dave Chappelle’s much-publi- 
cized no-show at a luly fundraiser and 
the campaign’s failure to release its of- 
ten-touted policy book detailing the can- 
didate’s vision for the 10th District. 

Later, Powell even violated one of 
the cardinal rules of politics — don’t 
remind the voters of skeletons in your 
own closet — by calling a press con- 
ference to say he’s a changed man from 
the person depicted in a Daily News 


column about his history of violence. 

Even Powell’s attempts to gain trac- 
tion with voters sometimes missed the 
mark. With a group of Hasidic lews in 
July, Powell joked that he would “bring 
home the bacon” for the Kosher vot- 

In an endorsement interview with The 
Brooklyn Paper editorial board, Pow- 
ell dropped a shocking — and virtually 
impossible to verify — allegation that 
a Towns operative tried to fix the elec- 
tion by attempting to convince Powell 
to drop out so that Towns would have 
an easy re-election and that his son. As- 
semblyman Darryl Towns, could be set 
up to succeed his father in 2010. 

Then, according to Powell’s version 
of the story, both Townses would ac- 
tively campaign for Powell to take Dar- 
ryl Towns’s seat in Albany. 

There are two major problems with 
Powell’s tale: he refused to identify the 
person who allegedly advanced the deal, 
and the Towns camp emphatically de- 

Meanwhile, Towns — a 13 -term vet- 
eran — has run anything but a flawless 


campaign. 

The 74-year-old incumbent has re- 
peatedly dodged Powell’s calls for a 
debate, and missed appearances with 
important members of Williamburg’s 
Jewish community. 

Towns also stood behind Sen. Hil- 
lary Clinton long after his district over- 
whelmingly backed Sen. Barack Obama 
for president. 

In the final frantic days before the 
Sept. 9 primary, Powell continued his 
campaign’s attempts to reach young vot- 
ers with a Sept. 3 fundraiser boasting 
once-relevant rappers Naughty by Na- 
ture and Black Sheep. 

Towns also picked up his pace, pack- 
ing his schedule with meet-and-greets 
and grip-and-grins — shaking hands 
and kissing babies at the DeKalb Avenue 
subway station, speaking at a press con- 
ference about the $355,000 he secured 
for St. Francis College’s new asthma 
education program, chatting up health 
care issues at Woodhull Hospital in Wil- 
liamsburg, and joining Rep. James E. 
Clybum (D-South Carolina) at a senior 
center — all before noon on Sept. 4. 



State Senate rivals Daniel Squadron (above) and incumbent 
Marty Connor (top) squared off in a debate at St. Francis Col- 
lege on Remsen Street on Wednesday night. 


Connor, Squadron dance 
around issues at debate 

Personal attacks highlight St. Francis College forum 


By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

State Sen. Marty Connor — 
embroiled in the political fight 
of his life — lashed into his 
28-year-old opponent as a “trust 
fund man” with little life and 
neighborhood experience. 

The fiery debate for the Dem- 
ocratic nomination on Wednes- 
day night came at the close of 
a bitter campaign for state 
Senate — in a district that in- 
cludes Brooklyn Heights, Cob- 
ble Hill, Carroll Gardens and 
Lower Manhattan — that pit- 
ted newcomer Daniel Squad- 
ron against an incumbent who 
has been in office longer than 
his opponent has been alive. 

At one point , moderator Dick 
Dadey of the non-partisan Citi- 
zens Union had to stop the men 
and sternly remind them to “not 
get personal here.” 

He easily could have repeated 
the warning. 

At one point, Connor, angered 
by a Squadron charge that he 
accepts campaign contributions 
from corporations, political ac- 
tion committees and lobbyists, 
lashed backthat Squadron’s per- 
sonal wealth has propped up the 


insurgent’s campaign. 

“I’m not wealthy, Dan, I’m 
not a trust fund man. I don’t 
have rich relatives,” Connor said, 
suggesting that Squadron ran a 
full-time campaign because he 
had “no job,” whereas Connor 
“had to go to Albany and repre- 
sent the people every week.” 
The son of one of the city’s most 
powerful lawyers, the late Howard 
Squadron, Connor’s rival for the 
Brooklyn Heights and DUMBO 
seat drew about $180,000 from 
a trust fund last year, according 
to his tax return. 

Squadron lashed back at Con- 
nor, saying that the incumbent 
has, from “Day 1, . . . personally 
attacked me and my family. . . 
and I believe exploited the fact 
that my father passed away.” 
That exchange was a heated 
highlight, but this debate — at St. 


Francis College on Remsen Street 
— often strayed foomMarquess of 
Queensbury rules. Indeed, Con- 
nor’s very opening statement went 
after Squadron’s young age. 

‘Tm older than Dan, so taking 
[the allotted] three minutes to 
tell my life story will be harder,” 
said Connor, 63. 

Squadron kept a blank face 
and a tight smile during Con- 
nor’s attack on his youthful- 
ness, pulling his punches un- 
til the right moment. 

That opportunity presented 
itself when Squadron charged 
that Connor was part of an Al- 
bany Old Guard in desperate 
need of reform. 

At one point, he quoted a 
Daily News editorial about 
the circumstances of Connor’s 
ouster as the Senate minority 
leader in 2002. 


Connor retorted, “Dan, you 
weren’t there — you were in 
college.” 

The debate did feature some 
substantive exchanges. 

Connor noted that he has the 
Senate’s “best environmental re- 
cord,” while his opponent pa- 
pered Borough Hall last weekend 
with posters during a campaign 
stop at the Greenmarket. 

“It’s not OK to plaster your 
campaign posters all over city 
property,” Connor said. “You 
won’t see me standing under 

After the debate, Brooklyn 
Heights resident and Connor 
supporter Mona Bregman con- 
fronted Squadron to complain 
about receiving “handfuls” of 
his direct mailings. 

“When you’re done, please 
recycle them,” Squadron said. 


POLLS OPEN TUESDAY, 6 AM 

Brooklynites who have primary contests on Sept. 9 can head to the polls from 6 am to 9 pm. 
To find your polling place, call (866) 868-3692 (VOTE-NYC) or visit the Board of Elections Web 
site at http://gis.nyc.gov/vote/ps/index.htm. 


For Harrison, a long road to ‘progressive’ 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper . 

The self-proclaimed “progressive 
Democrat” for Congress in Tuesday’s 
primary for the seat being vacated by 
disgracedRep. VitoFossellahas come a 
long way from the pro-life, anti-spend- 
ing conservative stance he adopted in 
his 2003 City Council race. 

Steve Harrison, the former chairman 
of Community Board 10, openly courts 
the “progressive” wing of the Demo- 
cratic party and categorizes his oppo- 
nent, Staten Island Councilman Mike 
McMahon as “a centrist,” — as if it were 
a dirty word in a district covering Bay 
Ridge, Dyker Heights , Bensonhurst and 
Staten Island that has elected Republi- 
can representatives since the 1980s. 

“The people who have done the best 
in the past 20 years with respect to this 
district have been from Brooklyn and 
liberal,” Harrison said in a debate in 
The Brooklyn Paper newsroom, check- 
ing off both attributes for himself. 

But voters who remember Harrison’s 
2003 bid to represent Bay Ridge in the 
Council, eventually won by Vince Gen- 


tile, would hardly recognize the man 
who supported limits on abortion rights 
and opposed a property tax hike during 
one of the city’s worst budget deficits. 

In the debate, Harrison, a lawyer by 
trade , described his change on abortion as 
more of an evolution than a flip-flop. 

“I took a centrist position with re- 
spect to abortion. I always said there 
was a right to choose, but there were 
some exceptions that had to be made,” 
Harrison said. “Since then, I’ve recog- 
nized that I cannot hold that position 
and translate it to public policy for a 
variety of reasons.” 

His past history of favoring some 
limits to abortion rights did not hurt 
him in this race — the National Orga- 
nization of Women endorsed him. 

“We were impressed with Steve 
Harrison’s grasp of and support of our 
core issues: constitutional equality for 
women, reproductive rights, equal eco- 
nomic opportunity, stopping violence 
against women and ending gender and 
sexual orientation discrimination,” Shir- 
ley Ranz, the chairwoman of NOW’s lo- 
cal political action committee, told the 
New York Times earlier this summer. 



Harrison (left) and McMahon in The Brooklyn Paper's DUMBO office. 


He still clings to his opposition to 
a property tax hike in 2003 to close 
the budget deficit as well as his more 
recent opposition to the mayor’s con- 
gestion pricing plan which would have 
charged drivers for entering Manhattan 
— a proposal that won the esteem of 
tree-hugging environmental groups. 

McMahon stands opposite Harrison 
on congestion pricing and the property 
tax hike, having supported both con- 
troversial measures . He has not backed 
away from either vote and says that his 
opponent is the only “progressive” pol- 
itician to criticize these two policies. 

“There is no progressive I know that 
didn’t support those initiatives to keep 
the city going,” McMahon said. 

. “We had a $7-billion hole and if we 
f- didn’t do something bold and politically 
| difficult. wewouldhavebeenthrownback 
| into the days of the ’70s and ’80s,” said 
■g McMahon, talking aboutthe property tax 
J- hike. “I did what I thought was right.” 
s In the Republican primary, former 
| Assemblyman Robert Straniere is tan- 
“ gling with the Staten Island Republican 
f Party’s finance chairman, Jim Wyne, 
for the GOP nomination. 


You be the judge: Robes come off in race for civil court seat 



Roger Adler 


A judicial race?! But this one's actually exciting! 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 
The two lawyers vying for the 
Democratic nomination for Civil 
Court judge are going down to the 
wire in a heated battle fought over 
qualifications and baggage. 

Roger Adler lays claim to be the 
best man for the job based on his 
“approval” rating from the city’s 
biggest attorney organization and 
his self-proclaimed independence 
from the Democratic machine. 

Devin Cohen argues he should win 
because he comes from the reform 
wing of the local Democratic party, 


thathis values — whichhe described 
as “progressive” — are in tune with 
his neighbors, and his community 
activism displays his dedication to 
improving Brooklyn. 

But each candidate and his sup- 
porters has unleashed vicious at- 
tacks on the other as the race winds 
down to Tuesday’s primary vote, 
which is too close to call. 

Civil Court District 1 covers Car- 
roll Gardens, Cobble Hill,Brooklyn 
Heights, Downtown, DUMBO.Fort 
Greene and a sliver of Park Slope. 

Adler’s camp stepped up attacks 
on Cohen, pointing out that the New 
York City and Brooklyn bars “ap- 


proved” Adler, but did not approve 
Cohen’s candidacy. Adler is past pres- 
ident of the Brooklyn Bar. 

“This accentuates the gulf in 
differences between their expe- 
riences,” said Michael Tobman, 
Adler’s campaign spokesman, 
pointing out that the 62-year-old 
Adler has about 20 more years of 
work experience than the younger 
Cohen . ‘There’s a minimum thresh- 
old and he doesn’t meet that.” 

The associations do not elaborate 
on their decision-making processes . 
Cohen declined to comment, citing 
a confidentiality agreement, but he 
did point out that several other law- 


yers’ groups support him. 

One of those groups — LeGal, 
the lesbian and gay attorneys’ as- 
sociation — gave Cohen the stamp 
of approval, but not Adler. 

“I’m very proud to have the ap- 
proval by four different screening 
panels . That’s a reflection of my le- 
gal career which I believe has been 
built on integrity,” Cohen said. Co- 
hen also noted his work on Com- 
munity Board 6 as evidence of his 
commitment to Brooklyn. 

Adler’s foes dismissed the LeGal 
endorsement, saying Adler wasn’t 
considered by the group because 
he worked pro bono for the Con- 


servative Party on its legal brief 
against same sex marriage in New 
York. Adler also made financial 
contributions to the party. 

“Roger Adler is a hired gun for 
homophobes and corrupt elected of- 
ficials,” said Lambda Independent 
Democrats co-president Terrance 

Adler represented jailed Dem- 
ocratic Party boss Clarence Nor- 
man during the disgraced former 
Assemblyman’s various corrup- 
tion trials. Adler parries the ac- 
cusations of guilt by association, 
saying, “I was his lawyer, not his 
political confidante.” 
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<= conEdison 


For 100+ energy saving tips, 
visit us at www.conEd.com 


Energy Tip 101 


Energy Tip 65 


Report any power problems including 
dim or flickering lights, loss of power 
or gas leaks to us immediately by phone 
at 1-800-75-CONED. Also report electric 
power problems online at www.conEd.com. 



Turn off your computer and monitor 
when not in use. The savings are 
a turn-on. 



Energy Tip 105 


Energy Tip 102 


Use Energy Star computers, copiers, 
printers and other office equipment. They 
use less electricity and help eliminate waste. 
You’ll save time, energy and money. 


Less waste. More haste. 

See and pay your bill online with e*bill. 
It’s fast, easy and convenient. 

Save time. Save stamps. Save money. 
Learn more at conEd.com/ebill. 
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From Moscow with love 


BOOKS 


‘Crime’ pays 

The genius behind ‘Trainspotting” — which was sub- 
sequently made into a spectacularly entertaining film 
in 1996 by Danny Boyle — is at it again. Irvine Welsh 
— creator of those troublesome 
boys Spud, Begbie, Sick Boy 
and Renton — has fathered 
another novel — “Crime” 
— and he’ll read from it in 
DUMBO on Wednesday. 

It’s one of justtwo New 
York City appearances by 
Welsh, but organizers say 
it will be quality time in- 
deed. Following the read- 
ing at PowerHouse Books, 
Welsh will stick around 
for a Q-and-A about his 
tale of an Edinburgh de- 

a reach for redemption. 

Irvine Welsh will read from "Crime" (Norton, W. W. 
& Company, $24.95) at PowerHouse Books (37 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO) at 7 pm on Sept. 10. For in- 
formation, call (718) 666-3049 or visit www.powerhouse- 
arena.com. The event is free. — Lisa J. Curtis 



MUSIC 


Gravesend nightclub Rasputin has everyone feeling like a Tsar 



A re you craving a big night out, 
but feeling the pinch of infla- 
tion? Do you want to get away 
from it all, but can’t bear to get on 
a plane and witness how little the 
greenback buys? 

Well, as close as Gravesend, there is 
a Russian nightclub where your dol- 
lar seems to have all of the purchas- 
ing power of the ruble, circa 1989. 

And it offers an entertaining expe- 
rience like nowhere else in Brook- 

On Friday and Saturday nights, 

Rasputin — named for a “Russian 
monk known for his decadence,” 
explained owner Michael Levitis 
— offers a “Folies Bergere”-esque 
revue, followed by pop music per- 
formed by a live band, a DJ, along 
with European-Asian fusion cuisine 
by chef Lovely Sandou. 

But when you set out for Raspu- 
tin, it’s best to put on your “tourist” 
hat and not to expect perfection — 
after all, you’re on a staycation. 

On one hand, you can’t help but 
be impressed by the size of the stage, 
the elegant silver banquettes and the 
footman who opens the door for you. 

The formal china and pressed glass 
goblets at each place setting make 
one feel like they’ve been invited 
to dinner with the tsar, but the dis- 
may is palpable when your martini 
arrives in a plastic cup. 

The dismay becomes aggrava- 
tion when your lightweight cup of 
Georgian wine is overturned, and 
the waiter does not clean your table 
or remember to bring you another. 

While the appetizers — such as 
tuna tartare and sliced filet mignon 
— do impress, our painfully inex- 
perienced waiter couldn’t tell us 
about the dishes. When we asked 
what kind of sauce accompanied the 
steak, he answered, “It’s a sauce. A 

This wasn’t service with a smile. 

This was service KGB-style. 

But that waiter soon became part of the 
show, performing an all-too-real vanishing 
act. Before the revue commences, we recom- 
mend ordering a bottle of wine for the table, 
so you don’t feel like you’ve been abandoned 
in Siberia. (Owner Levitis told us that tables 
of 10 or more get a free bottle of vodka.) 

The Rasputin study in contradictions con- 
tinues with the live show. Before the beauti- 
ful dancing girls take the stage in their exqui- 
site, costumes handmade in St. Petersburg’s 
Mariinsky Theater, a master of ceremonies 
in denim and a mullet — rivaling that of ’ 80s 
super hair-band Def Leppard — greets the el- 


NIGHTLIFE 


Rasputin [2670 Coney Island Ave. at Av- 
enue X in Gravesend, (718) 332-81 11] offers 
a live cabaret show followed by pop music 
and a DJ, from 8 pm to 3 am, for a minimum 
of $75 per person (which includes a ban- 
quet meal and drinks) and on Saturdays, 
for a minimum of $105 per person. For in- 


egantly, semi-formally attired patrons in Rus- 
sian and English. 

In a charmingly small-town way, he pays 
very special attention to everyone in atten- 


dance who is celebrating a Sweet 16, birthday 
or anniversary. On our visit, he had a couple 
of them come out to the dance floor to blow 
out their candles. 

While Rasputin’s “World of Cabaret” show 
has been compared to the Tropicana’s “Fo- 
lies Bergere,” it’s more akin to Atlantic City 
in scale than to Las Vegas. But that said, it is 
enormously entertaining and every bit a pro- 
fessional production that would make Vladi- 
mir Putin proud. 

There are seven dance numbers ranging 
from tributes to Paris’s sexy Crazy Horse 
burlesque and the Moulin Rouge’s can-can 
to Saint Petersburg’s Troyka restaurant, in 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO Brooklyn Editor 




That's entertainment: In the "World of Cabaret" 
show at Rasputin, there are numbers that pay 
tribute to (at left) Crazy Horse in Paris, Havana's 
Tropicana (top) and Moulin Rouge (above left). A 
live pop rock band (above right) follows the lavish 
dance spectacle. 


which the dancers — in their tall, sparkling 
crowns — remove their fur-trimmed robes 
to display barely-there costumes and preci- 
sion footwork. 

Truly, this was a stunning production with 
fun choreography, wonderful lighting and top- 
notch sound. 

After the cabaret show wraps, talented sing- 
ers join a live band to perform a variety of 
songs in a variety of languages all set to a 
contagious beat that lures the patrons from 
their seats and onto the floor. (Aside from us, 
that is. We were still waiting for our cock- 
tails. We recommend paying the check as 
soon as you’re able, leaving your table and 
shaking your tail feathers until 3 am, when 
the club closes. You can always head to the 
bar to quench your thirst.) 

Although we have clearly given this re- 
cent Friday evening at Rasputin a mixed re- 
view, we’re not ready to say “dosvedanya.” 
Now that we’ve gotten a taste of the popular 
dinner-theater-cum-nightclub, we will defi- 
nitely give it another try. And next time, we’ll 
be sure to put in our entire order before the 
skirts come over the tops of the heads of the 


Play with fire 

Wishing that you could enjoy just a few more of 
those wacky summer days — and nights — on the 
beach in Coney Island? 

Well, Insectavora — the fire-eating cast member 
of the Coney Island Sideshow — is about to release 
a new DVD, “The Coriolis Effect,” with her band 
Paint the Walls Red that 
includes videos directed 
by Jim Riffel. (For those 
who can’t wait, the band’s 
singles are available on- 
line at myspace.com/paint- 
thewallsred and the videos 
are on YouTube.com.) 

The heavily inked and 
pierced Insectavora is the 
lead singer, of course, and 
her voice transforms from 
a Grace Slick-“White Rab- 
bit” sound in “More Love 
For You” to a childlike 
crooning in the humor- 
ous revenge song “The 
S— Has Hit the Fan.” 

“We originally were go- 
ing to shoot a music video 
for ‘The S— Has Hit The Fan’ and that was going to 
be it,” Riffel told GO Brooklyn. “But Angelica [aka 
Insectavora] has a very ‘up-for-anything-100-mile- 
per-hour’ personality and that kind of energy ends 
up being contagious. Everyone was having a great 
time, and so we just kept shooting one right after the 

Imagine how that energy will fuel a live rock 

Check our Brooklyn Nightlife listings in late winter for 
upcoming Paint the Walls Red shows. — Lisa J. Curtis 



CINEMA 


Water work 

“Flow,” a new documentary by Fort Greene filmmaker 
Irena Salina, pictured, about one of our most necessary 
— and endangered resources — water, will finally get a 
run at Manhattan’s Ange- 
likaFilm Center beginning 
Sept. 12. 

The film, which inves- 
tigates the world’s dwin- 
dling water supply and the 
institutions contributing to 
the crisis, is already mak- 
ing a big splash — it was 
nominated for the Grand 
Jury Prize at the Sundance 
Film Festival. 

"FLOW: For the Love of Water" opens at the Ange- 
lika Film Center (18 West Houston St. at Mercer Street 
in Manhattan) on Sept 12. Tickets are $12, $8 for seniors 
or children. For information, call (212) 995-2000 or visit 
angelikafilmcenter.com or flowthefilm.com. 



Delicious Asian Fusion Cuisine 


ITO&O 


' 1 FRONT STREET BROOKLYN , NY 1 1201 


CALL 77 8.625.0300 


WWW.TOROFUSION.COM 


AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Coma Como en su Casa” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 


4408 5th Ave. <bet. 44th & 45 th sts.) (718) 438-2009 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • IT1B88 


“Good food and 
good-time atmosphere” 


-Queens Tribune 


Dinner Specials: Happy Hour: 

Mon: 1/2 price pasta Wed to Fri: 1/2 price 
Tue: 1/2 price ribs apps and drinks 


BELMONT STEAKS 

139 Flatbush Ave • Atlantic Terminal Mall 

718 - 230-0244 



Wine 

WEDNESDAYS 

10% off any bottle oj mine on our list 

“This new French Bistro is 
already bustling thanks to 
a solid kitchen, inarm decor, 
and welcoming service.” 

-ZAGAT 

Le Petit Marche 

The Little French Bistro in Brooklyn Heights 
46 Henry Street (near Cranberry St.) 

Brooklyn Heights ■ 718-858-9605 ■ www.BkBistro.com 
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Available exclusively at 

Red White 8t Bubbly 





Red White 8c Bubbly 




------ 

12 Free Bagels 

with purchase of $ 15 in Boar’s Head cold cuts, daily from 2-6 pm only 


12 varieties of hand-rolled bagels! 


WE SHIP 
OUR BAGELS 
WORLDWIDE 

Even to Iraq & Afganistan! 

www.labageldelight.com 


CATERING 

for all your 
SUMMER EVENTS 

www.labageldelight.com 


90 Court Street 

(off Livingston Street) 

(718) 522-0520 

104 Front Street 

(off Adams Street, DUMBO) 

(718) 625-2235 

251 Seventh Avenue 


<\ De -4 



122 Seventh Avenue 

(off Carroll Street) 

(718) 398-9529 “Home of the 

73 Lafayette Avenue hand-rolled 

(at S. Elliot Place) 

(718) 246-3744 


ibageldelight.com 


WHERE TO GO 


EDITORS' PICKS 


SATURDAY SUNDAY 

September 6 September 7 


WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

September 10 September 11 September 12 


Sexy at 60 

Heard of 
dating? 

Tonight, 

DUMBO's 

hosting a night 
of speed entertain- 
ment. Vox Novus is 
presenting "60X60," an 
evening of 60 composi- 
tions by 60 composers. 
Each 60-second song is 
accompanied by chore- 
ography. Now that's 
what we mean when 
we say we want more 
bang for our buck. 

8 pm. Galapagos Art 
Space, 16 Main St at Water 
Street in DUMBO. $10. For 
information, call (718) 222- 
8500 or visit www. 
galapagosartspace.com. 


Hip-hop and 
shoppin' 

The Brooklyn Urban 
Arts Market makes 
shopping even more fun 
with live music. Today, 
legendary hip-hop artist 
Afrika Bambaataa, pic- 
tured, will play the out- 
door bazaar on a bill 
with CX KiDTRONiK, 
"The Ramm:EII:Zee" and 
Mickey Factz. 

Urban Arts Market, on Myrtle 
Avenue between Grand 
Avenue and Emerson Place in 
Clinton Hill. Free. For infor- 
mation, visit www.brooklyn- 
urbanartsmarket.ning.com. 




'Spotting Irv 


Author Irvine Welsh — 
of "Trainspotting" fame 
— is slated to read 
from his latest novel, 
"Crime," tonight at 
PowerHouse Books in 
DUMBO. It's one of 
only two NYC appear- 
ances by the Scottish 
scribe, who will stick 
around for questions- 
and-answers and a 
reception. 

7 pm to 8 pm. PowerHouse 
Books, 37 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO. Free. For 
information, call (718) 666- 
3049 or visit www. 
powerhousearena.com. 



9-11 night 

It's time, again, to reflect 
on the terrorist attack on 
the World Trade Center 
and why we still haven't 
caught Osama Bin 
Laden. Sigh. Tonight, join 
fellow frustrated souls at 
the Issue Project Room, 
which is presenting 
Syntax Error's film "In 
the Shadow of No Tow- 
ers (After Art Spiegel- 
man)," narrated live by 
Eric Bogosian. 

8 pm. Issue Project Room, 
The (OA) Can Factory, 232 
Third St., third floor, at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus. $20. 
For more information, call 
(718) 330-0313 or visit www. 
issueprojectroom.org. 




Banjo-nanza 

Today through Sept. 14, 
the 11th annual "Park 
Slope Bluegrass & Old- 
Time Jamboree" pres- 
ents a long list of events. 
Tonight, James Reams & 
The Barnstormers, pic- 
tured, kick off the week- 
end-long celebration 
with an 8 pm concert. 

Doors open at 7:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Society for Ethical 
Culture, Prospect Park West 
at Second Street in Park 
Slope. $10 adults, $6 
children. For information, 
call (718) 768-2972 or visit 
gchmusic.org. 
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Vegetarian treat 

Gravesend personal chef Roberta 
Roberti challenges the conventional 
wisdom of Italian-Americans — 
namely that their vegetarian off- 
spring will starve to death — with 
her new cookbook, “What, No 
Meat?: Traditional Italian Cook- 
ing, the Vegetarian Way.” 

The new guide has pages 
of inspiration for all of your 
vegetarian friends hungry for 
dishes centered on something be- 
sides tofu, yet, not surprisingly, you won’t 
find a recipe here for meatballs. 

The genesis forRoberti’s cookbook took 
root when her sibling Fabio announced he 
was a vegetarian in 1986. 

“When my brother declined the main en- 
tree, someone would invariably say, ‘What, 
no meat? ’ Year after year, the question was 
put to him,” recalled Roberti in her preface. 
“While the idea of excluding meat from 
their diets may seem strange to Italians 
— frightening, even — the truth is they 
wouldn’t miss it that much, for many tra- 
ditional Italian dishes are vegetarian.” 

Roberti incorporates many of her own 
family’s recipes, brought with them from 
Basilicata or Naples. The recipes are of- 
ten accompanied by preparation and en- 
tertaining tips — such as which dishes can 
be made in advance — and interesting fac- 




Ciao chow: Lo- 
cal author pens 
book of solutions 
for non-meat- 
eaters in search of 
variety, "What, No 
Meat?: Traditional 
Italian Cooking the 
Vegetarian Way." 

■ ... toids about the ingredi- 

* / ents that you can discuss 

"What, No Meat?: Tra- 
ditional Italian Cooking, the Vegetarian Way" 
($22.95 paperback, $16.95 e-book) is avail- 
able from the publisher, Booklocker.com. For 
more information, contact author Roberta 
Roberti at awhiskintime@optonline.net 

Real deal 

If you’re craving real Mexican food, then 
visit Hecho En Dumbo [111 Front St. at 
Washington Street in DUMBO, (718) 855- 
5288] from Sept. 8 through Sept. 15, when 
the eatery will participate in New York’s 
Authentic Mexican Restaurant Week. 

Chef Daniel Mena has put together a di- 
verse selection of appetizers, entrees and 
desserts to complete their three-course, $35 
prix-fixe dinner. 

Customers have a choice of “chichar- 
ron” (housemade pork rinds) or “cheese 


13235 ^ 


chicharron,” which Mena describes as 
“toasted cheese that gets crispy [like the 
rinds].” For the main course, Mena recom- 
mends the “cecina,” which are “thin strips 
of beef and pork, that are salt-cured, air- 
dried, then pan-fried for one minute” or 
the flank steak, which according to Mena, 
is imported from Mexico, and is hormone 
free. 

For the grand finale, Hecho en Dumbo 
offers a coconut torte, little cakes topped 
with citrus caramel and seasonal fruits. 

Hecho En Dumbo will be open from 6 
pm till midnight, from Sept. 8 to Sept. 15. At 
other times, they are open Monday through 
Wednesday, from 6 pm to 10:30 pm and 
Thursday through Saturday, from 6 pm to 
midnight. Closed Sundays. 

Basket case 

If you give Abigail Hitchcock, chef and 
owner of Abigail’s Cafe & Wine Bar [807 
Classon Ave. at St. Johns Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 399-3200] a couple of days 
notice, you never have to be one sandwich 
short of a picnic! 

Open since late May, Abigail’s now of- 
fers homemade picnic baskets. For $15, you 
get one sandwich — such as the artichoke 
melt or the Dijon roast chicken, one or two 
salads (the chickpea is a favorite), a dessert 
and a beverage. 

The best part is that Hitchcock’s to-go 
containers aren’t limited to warm weather. 
Hitchcock told GO Brooklyn that “the idea 
is to have prepared meals year-round.” 


IROOKLYN 

Bites 


Neighborhood 
Dining Guide 


differentia 


This week: 

SMITH STREET 


Bar Tabac 

1 28 Smith St. at Dean Street, 


to find this Fret 

opened Bar 1 
2001 with a d 


DC= Diner's Club, 
Disc= Discover Card, MC= 
MasterCard, Visa= Visa Care 


ke. Open in 
hours, Bar T 
late-night m 


il fresco dining. Open 
rough Thursday for 
id Friday through 


creams and sorbets. Brunch, offer- 
ing dim sum and green tea pan- 
cakes, is served from noon to 4 
pm on weekends. Open for lunch, 

and everyday for dinner. 

Restaurant Saul 

140 Smith St at Bergen Street, 
935-9844 (AmEx, Disc, MC, Visa) 


Chance 

223 Smith St. at Butler Street, 
(718) 242-1515 (AmEx, MC, Visa) 
Entrees: $12-$18. 

Owner Ken Li (Park Slope's Yamato 


Thursday. Sidewalk seating avail- 
able, weather permitting. Open 
daily for lunch and dinner. 

Caserta Vecchia 

221 Smith St at Baltic Street, 
(718) 624-7549, www. 
casertavecchiarestaurant.com 
(MC, Visa) Entrees: $10-$24. 
Owners Lina D'Amato and daugh- 
ters, Rina and Marilyn, reopened 
the local pizza joint Caserta 
Vecchia — named for the owners' 


Open 


:e 2004, Cham 
irary e) 


> a polished, playful 

revamped the menu, blending the 
GO Brooklyn Critic ^in^Barr^ 


ioup 0 °with scallops, oyste^and 
racon lardons — since 1999. The 

noment Restaurant feul fesenr- 

vrapped rabbit tenderloin and 
real sweetbreads. Dinner served 
laily. Sunday through Friday, an a 


brooklynpaper.com. If your restau- 
rant is not listed and you would 
like it to be, please contact GO 
Brooklyn Editor Lisa Curtis via e-mail 
at Curtis@brooklynpaper.com. 
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Take Control of Your Financial Future! 


We all know the current economic picture is not exactly a rosy one. But 
believe it or not, there are steps you can take NOW to get your finances 
back on track and build wealth for a more secure future. Find out how by 
reserving your seat today at one of our FREE Workshops. 


USING YOUR CREDIT WISELY (PART I) 


TUES. SEPT. 9 6pm -8:30pm 

Understanding Credit; What’s in your Credit Report? 
Establishing Good Credit History; Setting Goals 

St. George's Episcopal Church 
800 Marcy Ave., Brooklyn 
(btw. Gates Ave. & Monroe St.) 


MANAGING YOUR MONEY (PART 


MON. SEPT. 15 6pm -8:30pm 

Identifying Needs vs. Wants, Creating a Budget 
Importance of Saving 

HCCI Family Life Center 

266 W. 153rd St., New York 

(btw. Frederick Douglass Blvd. & Macombs Pi.) 

FORECLOSURE PREVENTION 
& ANTI-PREDATORY LENDING 

TUES. SEPT. 16 6pm - 8:30pm 

Preserving Your Home; Delinquency and Default 
Counseling; Refinance Assistance; Avoiding Credit 
Traps; Identifying Abusive Lending Practices; 

Protecting your Home and your Wallet 

Carver Federal Savings Bank 

115-02 Merrick Blvd., St. Albans (at 115 St.) 


RSVP to carverliteracycenter@carverbank.com or call 212.360.4798. 
All seminars are FREE, but space is limited. 

These workshops are brought to you by the Carver Community Development Corporation (a subsidiary of Carver 
Federal Savings Bank) through a special alliance with the Harlem Congregations for Community Improvement, 
Inc. and Neighborhood Housing Services of NYC. Workshops made possible in part through a grant from the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury's Community Development Financial Institutions Fund. 



718.230.2900 


www.carverbank.com 


CARVER 



SMART SPACE IN A GREAT PLACE 

72 STEUBEN IS A 10 HOME BOUTIQUE ELEVATOR BUILDING LOCATED IN 
PRIME CLINTON HILL, BROOKLYN. CHARMING AMENITIES INCLUDE, 
AN OUTDOOR GARDEN, AND A ROOF DECK WITH EMPIRE STATE VIEWS! 
STORAGE TOO! BE PART OF THIS FAST GROWING AND EMERGING 
BROOKLYN NEIGHBORHOOD. 


PRICES STARTING AT 


$ 375 k 


IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY 


CONTACT US AT 


718.783.8236’ 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

www.72steu ben.com 


C RE 


THE COMPLETE OFFERING TERMS ARE IN AN OFFERING PLAN AVAILABLE FRO 


I SPONSOR, I 


. CD07044 
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Nightlife 

Compiled by Chiara V. Cowan 

BAY RIDGE Flying Saucer Cafe 









Thousands of Frames to Choose From 
Over 100,000 Art Prints Available 


Frame It In Brooklyn 

767 Third Avenue (25th-26th street) 

7i8.788.74O4 

www.frameitinbrooklyn.com 





FACES OF 
FRESHDIRECT 

Meet the folks who make it happen. 

4-MINUTE MEALS 

Top NYC Chefs & Restaurants. Delivered Every Day. 


Name 

■ Betty Caceres 

■ Department 

r* | Sortation 

■ Position 

l Department Lead 

■ Favorite NY Place 

■ Coney Island 

Betty’s Pick: 4-Minute Meals 

From farm-fresh fruits and vegetables to savory, chef-made 4-Minute Meals... from easy parbaked 
breads to top-quality meat that’s cut to order just for you. We deliver delicious food at a good price, 
and more importantly, we deliver a few more free moments in your day. 

4reshdfrect.com 

What 1 do at FreshDirect: 

I’m responsible for directing the work of 
about 30 people. Food comes from all over 
the building to sortation. We bring everything 
together and arrange the boxes before they 
go out to the delivery trucks. 

What 1 love about my job: 

At FreshDirect 1 have excellent supervisors 
and coworkers. 1 feel very comfortable here 

In my community: 

My son^is seven yearsold. When he was very 
us to donate. 
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Hampton Jitney ■ Brooklyn Service 



To East End* (Eastbound) 


1 MONTAUK LINE Fri 

] AM LIGHT PM BOLD Only 

fork'line p F (j 






I Park Slope • 4th Avenue & Union Street 










I B. Heights -Tillary St. between 
1 Cadman Plaza East & West 

6:00 

B. heights 

6:00 




Tanger Outlet 






















I East Hampton 

























Brooklyn Service Eastbound Pick-up Locations: < Trio on 

1) 4th Ave. @ 9th St. ■ East side of 4th between 8th and Fridays 

9th Streets at the M, R & F subway station entrance in front of the Y 

Church of St. Thomas Aquinas. 

2) 4th Ave. § Union St. ■ East side of 4th between Sackett and Union at the M, R&F 
subway station entrance in front of MariaS Mexican Bistro, 209 4th Ave. across from the 
Hess gas station. 

3) Atlantic Ave. between 3rd & 4th Ave. - North side of Atlantic at bus shelter. 

4) Tillary St ■ Between Cadman Plaza East & West at H J. sign near bus shelter. 

Brooklyn Service Westbound Drop-off Locations: f J r jn on 

1) Cadman Plaza @ Clark St. ■ Bus stop shelter west side Sundays 
of street (Subway). 

2) Court St. @ Joralemon St. ■ At bus stop west side of street (Subway). 

3) Union St. § 4th Ave. • At bus stop south side of street 

4) Prospect Park West & 2nd St. ■ At bus stop across from park entrance. 

5) 9th St. & 4th Ave. ■ Bus stop in front of St. Thomas Aquinas Church (249 9th Street.) 

6) Tillary St • Between Cadman Plaza East & West at HJ. sign near bus shelter. 

* On select trips, passengers may be required to transfer in Manorville. 


| To Brooklyn* (westbound) 


■ MONTAUK LINE 


Need a Place to Stay? 

For information on lodging and places 
to visit contact the North Fork I 
Promotion Council (northfork.org) or 
the Southampton Chamber of Commerce^ 
(southamptonchamber.com). 



www.hamptonjitney.com 
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B'nai Burnham 

Open House 

Come Meet the Family! 

On Saturdays, September 6th & 13th Congregation B’nai 
Avraham in Brooklyn Heights will open its doors to all who 
wish to pray, learn and celebrate with us. 




Experience a community dedicated to providing 
a warm, spiritual, educational and nurturing environment, 
where everyone feels welcome and comfortable as together 
„ we celebrate the joy and beauty of our Jewish heritage. „ 


Children s Program at 11:15am 

with the Comic Book Rabbi, Simcha Weinstein 

Rabbi Aaron Raskin s Sermon at 11:30 am 

TOPICS: 

September 6th - The King is in the Field 
September 13th - Serving G-d with Joy 

Delicious Kiddush luncheon af 12:30 pm 


Offering: 


Mei Menachem Mikvah, Adult Learning, Eruv, Student 
Outreach, Private Tutoring for Children and Adults, 
Counseling, Pre-School 

117 Remsen Street • Brooklyn Heights 
www.BnaiAvraham.com 
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world's best Cyclones coverage 


CYCLONE SURGE 

9 straight wins push Brooks toward playoffs 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 


The Brooklyn Cyclones — once dead last 
m their division — are on the verge of a New 
York-Penn League playoff berth, thanks to an 
11-3 stretch after the All-Star game on Aug. 
19 that included a nine-game win streak. 

The streak sent them leapfrogging over the 
Jamestown Jammers and into a half-game lead 
for the wild-card slot on Wednesday with just 
three games to play. 

The team couldn’t have done it without dis- 
covering its bats. 


Before the All-Star break, the Cyclone offense 
was pop-gun at best. But thanks to a resurgence 
by starters Jordan Abruzzo (.325 over his last 10 
games, with two home runs), Ike Davis (.333 with 
three doubles), newcomer Wilmer Flores (who 
has hit .348 in his first six games), Sean Ratliff 
(.371 with two homers) and Josh Satin (.345 with 
two homers and a triple), the team batting aver- 
age is no longer at the bottom of the league. 

During the same period, reliable starters have 
become even more stellar. Brad Holt is 1-0 in his 
three post-break starts and Scott Shaw is 2-0. 
Both are slated to pitch in the Cyclones’ final 
three games. 


Flores is the new ‘Kid’ 


j* 


Say hello to the new “Kid” 
on the block. 

The Cyclones often call in 
young reinforcements for end- 
of-season playoff drives, butthis 
time they really robbed the cra- 
dle when they called up shortstop 
Wilmer Flores on Aug. 28. 

Flores, a Venezuelan, is just 
a month over 17, making him 
the youngest Cyclone ever. 

He may be young , but this is a 
kid with major league potential 
— and the Mets know it, sign- 
ing Flores as a free agent on his 
16th birthday last Aug . 6 , the ear- 
liest possible date allowed. 

This season, the budding star 
played most of the year in King- 
sport, where he hit .310 in 59 
games, with 36 runs,41 RBI. 12 
doubles, four triples, and eight 
home runs. He added a pair of 
steals. 

At 6-foot-3 and only 175 
pounds, Flores appears ath- 
letic, but still boyishly thin. 

He has a young face and still 
wears braces on his teeth, so he 
appears like a high school ju- 
nior or senior. But he hits and 
fields like a professional. 

In his debut on Aug. 28, Flores 
went 3-for-4 andhas taken over 
as the regular Brooklyn short- 
stop, batting .348 in six games, 
with eight hits, a double, a run 
scored and an RBI. 

Cyclones manager Edgar Al- 
fonzo was cautious in his praise 
for this blue chip prospect. 

“He’s playing well, catch- 
ing the ball and swinging the 
bat,” said the skipper, seemingly 
wanting to keep the pressure off 
his young phenom. 

In a recent press interview, 
conducted with the help of a 
translator, Flores shared his 
thoughts on a variety of top- 

“I always dreamed of play- 
ing professional ball,” he said. 
“But I never thought I could have 
played professionally at this level 
at 17.” 

Flores then credited his pas- 



his debut on Thursday, Aug. 28. Here, Flores hits a single 
in the third inning, the first of his three hits on the night. 


sion for the game for his early 
success. 

“When I was younger, I had 
a love for the game, and I love 
it even more now, and my love 
for baseball has allowed me to 
improve.” 

Although Flores played one 
game for the Class A (full sea- 
son) Savannah Sand Gnats be- 
fore being assigned to the Cy- 
clones, he spent most of the 
season at Kingsport, the step 
on the minor league ladder be- 
fore Brooklyn, and he analyzed 
the difference in pitching. 

“Down there [Kingsport], they 
will throw you a lot of fastballs , 
but up here they throw fastballs, 
curveballs, and change-ups, all 
mixed in.” 

Flores noticed that his team- 
mates were different as well. 

“Over here, there are more 
veterans, and down in Kingsport 
the players are younger.” 

But the youngster welcomes 
the influence of his new, older 
teammates. 

“I’m just here to learn,” he 
said. “It’s good for me to be 


around older players because 
I can learn a lot from them.” 

Flores may still be growing 
taller, and he will put on weight , 
so he could grow out of play- 
ing shortstop, and anyway, Jose 
Reyes will be standing between 
second and third for the Mets 
for at least a decade. 

Yet Flores is content to play 
shortstop for now. 

“Right now, I’m playing short- 
stop and that’s what I’m going 
to play,” he said diplomatically. 
“In the future, what ever will be, 
that will happen.” 

He’s highly rated as a hit- 
ter, with a short stroke, and he 
should develop more power as 
he grows. 

He’s a smooth fielder, and a de- 
cent runner, but not a speedster. 

He could help Brooklyn to 
the playoffs, and help the Mets 
in the future. 

He has a fine attitude, and 
untapped potential, so he won’t 
be at Brooklyn long (remember 
Scott Kazmir?!). 

Enjoy Wilmer Flores in 
Brooklyn while you can. 



It’s down to 
the wire 


T o paraphrase the lyrics from “September Song,” it’s a short, 
short way from June to September, and now the days of 
the season have dwindled to a precious few. 

The Cyclones put together a nine-game winning streak that 
started on Aug. 24 with a win at Tri-City and continued un- 
til their loss at Aberdeen on Sept. 2 (see BrooklynPaper.com 
for all Cyclone game summaries). 

That streak put them right in the thick of things for post- 
season play. 

There’s almost no chance — at 
press time! — that the Cyclones will 
catch the McNamara Division-lead- 
ing Staten Island Yankees, whose 
three game lead with three to play 
appears insurmountable. (Of course, 
if the Brooks do manage to tie the 
Yankees, they’ll be awarded first 
place because the Cyclones took 
the season series 8-6.) 

The New York-Penn League’s 
lone wildcard slot seems to be the 
Cyclones’ best hope of playing be- 
yond Saturday. At press time, the 
Clones hold a half-game lead over 
the Jamestown Jammers. 

Jamestown has four remaining games, including atwi-night 
double-header at home on Sept. 5 against Williamsport. 

If the Cyclones and Jamestown finish with identical re- 
cords on the season, Jamestown will make the playoffs be- 
cause they won all three of the games played in the season 
with Brooklyn. 

Now let’s look at the Cyclones’ line-up down the 

They are well-fixed for pitching. 

The Brooks throw three hot pitchers to end the season. 
Chris Schwinden, at 3-1 with an ERA of 1.91 (with not 
enough innings to be ranked in the league’s leaders) throws 
against Hudson Valley on Thursday, Sept. 4. 

Then Scott Shaw, with a record of 6-3, and sixth in the 
league at ERA with 2.70, pitches against Aberdeen on Fri- 
day, followed by ace Brad Holt, 5-3 and fourth in league 
ERA at 1.87, in the season finale on Saturday. 

While Brooklyn’s pitching has carried the team all year, 
during the streak the hitters started to exhibit more of their 
potential. 

First baseman Ike Davis appears to finally be out of a 
two-month hitting slump. 

“Davis is finally coming around,” said manager Edgar 
Alfonzo of the Mets’ first-round draft choice. “He’s ad- 
justing and keeping his weight back instead of getting the 
weight on his front foot and losing his power.” 

Davis has yet to hit his first home run, but his average is 
up to .245, and he’s making much harder contact than dur- 
ing most of the season. 

Switch-hitting catcher Jordan Abruzzo hit homers from 
each side of the plate against Hudson Valley on Aug. 31. 
Abruzzo has been doing an outstanding job handling the 
league’s best pitching staff, although he did have a little 
trouble with Hudson Valley’s speedy stealers. 

“It feels like we can’t lose,” said Abruzzo during the streak, 
and Alfonzo is encouraging that kind of confidence. 

“We worked hard all season andhad some bad times,” said 
the manager. “Now is when all the hard workis paying off and 
I want the team to have fun, just enjoy playing the game.” 
The Cyclones seem to be following Alfonzo’s lead, as 
they hope their big three pitchers and their joy in playing 
the game leads to post-season baseball. 

CHANNELING THE BARD 

Each week, Ed Shakespeare reverts to the form made 
popular by his Elizabethan ancestor and gives us verse in 
iambic pentameter. This week's poem is titled, "The Chips 
Are on the Table": 

The chips are on the table — now the fun. 

The cards are dealt — the skipper looks to play. 

He holds his hand and plays it run-by-run. 

A bunt, a steal, a hit-and-run each day. 

With Schwinden, Shaw, and Holt — each one an ace. 
Alfonzo hides his glee behind his poker face. 


Health, Mind & Body 


DENTISTS I DENTISTS I DENTISTS 




EXTRACTIONS 

PERIODONTAL WORK 


GENERAL & COSMETIC 

DENTISTRY 




CROWNS 


: ; »Iei±j 


PORCELAIN VENEERS 

BLEACHING 

DENTURES 


":Vi 1 10:114-1 


Jack Irwin, d.d.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

bet. 13th & 14th Sts. 
www.jackirwindds.com 
(718) 768-8372 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 
Most Insurance & Union Plans 
accepted as full or partial payment. 




FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) intranet 

(718)622-8020 


PgaJz Slop# 

FAMILY DENTISTRY 

245 Fifth Avenue (between Carroll & Garfield) 


• Emergency Service 

• Implant Restorations 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Lumineers® Porcelain Veneers 

• 1 Hour, In-Office Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants • Cleanings 

• Crowns • Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 
Adolescent -Adult 

• Financing Available 

• Insurance Plans Welcomed 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack (BdCert.) 

Pediatric Dentistry 
Hours by Appointment 
Sat. & Eve. Available 
Free Consultation 
24 Hour Phone Service 

mmmm 

789-5700 


www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.coml jfejl 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 
Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 



BEER... 

Continued from page 1 
the space is de facto public. 

The ticket blitz is eerily reminiscent of the warning letter sent 
to a Park Slope 6-year-old last year after she used common side- 
walk chalk to scrawl artwork on her front stoop. Though there 
was international outrage after The Brooklyn Paper broke the 
story, the enforcement against “Graffiti Girl” Natalie Shea boiled 
down to the same issue: She may have been on her stoop, but as 
long as the public could see the “vandalism,” she and her family 
were open for a summons. 

The notion of open, public space comes down to use, explained 
Lawrence Elbaum, an attorney who lives in Brooklyn Heights. 

“If it’s a brownstone and 30 people live in the building and 
30 people who don’t live in the building enter and exit everyday, 
it’s probably ‘public,’ as opposed to a single-family home” that 
is not widely frequented by large numbers of non-residents, El- 
baum said. 

Sloper Philip Shimmel, who was ticketed with Engstrom last 
year, thinks something fishier is afoot: the city is out to get more 
revenue. 

Last winter, Shimmel and Engstrom were enjoying the triple- 
fermented, effervescent Fin du Monde on a friend’s gated stoop 
on 17th Street when two cops ticketed all three men for open con- 

“Our constitutional rights are in a little bit in jeopardy,” Shim- 
mel said. “These guys are really looking for any nutjobbery in or- 
der to raise money for the city.” 

AnNYPD spokeswoman disagreed: “We always address open 
containers, that’s just the law. It’s illegal [to have] any open con- 

And by “public,” she means your stoop. 
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Fresh choices in 3 B’klyn races 


I t has been wisely said that only a foolish man 
makes the same decisions over and over again, 
yet expects different results. But that is what 
voters do all too often: pick the same tired lead- 
ers, send them back to Albany or to Washington 
for decades, then somehow expect these incum- 
bents to bring about change. 

What we get instead, of course, is the same old pol- 

But on Primary Day, Tuesday, Sept. 9, voters in sev- 


Powell for 
Congress 

Rep. Ed Towns has 
been in office since 1982 . 

Yet in those 26 years, he 
has achieved so little that 
it is shocking that he has 
only rarely faced a Dem- 
ocratic challenger. 

Towns claims to have a 
rare skill at netting pork- 
barrel appropriations for his district (which stretches 
from northern Brooklyn Heights through Fort Greene 
and central Brooklyn on to East New York). But that 
talent is hardly the best measure of congressional tal- 
ent. And even if it were. Towns is certainly no better 
than most of the other 434 House members at snar- 
ing key allocations. 

Indeed, Towns has been in the House longer than 
more than 400 congressmen — yet he does not even 
chair a committee! In an interview with The Brook- 
lyn Paper’s editorial board, he touted his leadership 
of a government oversight jnicommittee — one that 
reviews every single government purchase, he said. 


eral Brownstone Brooklyn neighborhoods will have 
a rare opportunity to alter that sad political calculus 
by sending a newcomer to the statehouse and another 
to the House of Representatives (selection in these 
Democratic primaries is tantamount to election); and 
in Bay Ridge (where there will be a Republican op- 
ponent in November), Democrats will be asked to 
choose their candidate to replace the disgraced GOP 
Rep. Vito Fossella, who is not seeking reelection. 

Here are our preferences: 


When questioned, he conceded that he has not even 
held hearings to investigate the cronyism and over- 
payments that have been rampant during the Bush 
Administration. 

Two years ago, when this newspaper reluctantly 
endorsed Towns for reelection, we wrote that “if 
the Democrats take back the House, Towns’s se- 
niority will give him added clout.” The Democrats 
did take back the House, yet Towns’s seniority has 
meant little to his Brooklyn constituents. Indeed, 
when asked to name his major achievements, he 
ticked off the same two bills that he mentioned at 
his endorsement interview two years ago! 

And when the discussion turned to foreign pol- 
icy, Towns was completely baffled by even simple 
questions about the Russian invasion of Georgia 
and the planned deployment of U.S. missiles in Po- 
land — both stories that had been widely covered 
in the media that very week. Perhaps it’s not vital 
for every member of Congress to have a deep un- 
derstanding of the entire world, but Towns was so 
clueless that we were left in shock. 

Newcomer Kevin Powell, a rap music writer, in- 
spirational lecturer and community organizer, has the 


kind of fire in the belly to shake up the doldrums that 
Towns tolerates. In his interview with The Brooklyn 
Paper’s editorial board, he put forth a vision of the 
kind of hard-working, easily accessible, knowledge- 
able and committed congressman he hopes to be. 

It was hard not to catch Powell’s enthusiasm for 
changing inside-the-Beltway business as usual. 

While Powell’s history of violence — including 
an incident as recently as four years ago — is alarm- 
ing, a reckless past (as long as it stays in the past 
and as long as the candidate is genuinely open about 
his shortcomings) need not disqualify an otherwise 
meritorious candidate from elected office, particu- 
larly when he’s running against an invisible man. 

As such, we endorse Kevin Powell for Congress 
in his uphill challenge to the status quo in the 10th 
congressional district. 


McMahon for 
Congress 

In Bay Ridge, Dem- 
ocratic voters have two 
worthy candidates for the 
congressional seat being 
vacated by scandal-tarred 
Rep. Vito Fossella. 

But the choice between 
frequent candidate Steve 
Harrison and Councilman 
Mike McMahon is clear: McMahon is far more ex- 
perienced and ready to serve constituents of the Bay 
Ridge-Staten Island district on Day 1 . 

We certainly admired Harrison’s 2006 run against 
Fossella. With a bare-bones budget and no support 
from the national Democratic party, Harrison got 43 
percent of the vote — the most that anyone had ever 


gotten against the one-time GOP powerhouse. 

And we have no doubt that Harrison would be a 
strong fighter for the oft-forgotten Bay Ridge por- 
tion of the district, which he served for many years 
as chairman of Community Board 10. 

But McMahon has been impressive as a member 
of the City Council, showing true leadership on is- 
sues like solid waste, ferry service, and ensuring that 
there is always a nurse on duty in every school. 

That’s why we strongly endorse Mike McMahon 
for the 13th congressional district. 

Squadron for 
Senate 

Voters in Brooklyn 
Heights, DUMBO, Cob- 
ble Hill, Carroll Gardens, 

Williamsburg and Green- 
point have been represented 
for 30 years by state Sen. 

Marty Connor, an affable, 
behind-the-scenes power 
broker who has quite sim- 
ply not been the same since he was deposed as Sen- 
ate Minority Leader (by future Gov. David Paterson, 
no less!) in 2002. 

Connor is a tired figure who conceded to our ed- 
itorial board that he would not even be running for 
re-election if he didn’t think that Democrats had a 
chance to retake the Senate . He claims that he would 
be reenergized if his party retakes power — maybe 
yes, maybe no — but what if the Democrats don’t? 
Then we’d be certain to get another two years of 
worn-out representation. 

And on one of the most significant issues in the 
district — the subversion of Brooklyn Bridge Park 


from an urban oasis with the potential to rival Cen- 
tral and Prospect parks , to an economic development 
site driven by condominium and commercial devel- 
opment — Connor let us all down. It was Connor’s 
bill in 2005 that created the financing scheme that 
sets aside park residents’ payments in lieu of prop- 
erty taxes as the maintenance budget of the park, a 
faulty plan likely to give residents of the supposedly 
public park more control over what goes on there. 
It also allows commercial development in the park 
to take place without public scrutiny. 

Connor’s opponent, Daniel Squadron, is an ambi- 
tious politician like his patron. Sen. Charles Schumer. 
But unlike Connor, who has been content to sit on 
a minority bench in the Senate for so many years, 
blaming his party’s lack of control for his own lack 
of performance. Squadron is a man on the move 
who will fight hard and work diligently, if only to 
make himself electable to Congress someday. Po- 
litical ambition is hardly a sin. 

We do have some reservations about Squadron. 
He’s barely worked outside the political world and, 
in fact, he doesn’t need to work at all, thanks to a 
trust-fund established by his late father, the ulti- 
mate insider legal eagle, Howard Squadron. That 
trust-fund, together with the Schumer machine, is 
responsible for this contest; voters in the district 
might be excused if they were unaware that there 
was even a contest — Squadron’s slick, sometimes 
negative direct mail pieces came almost daily; re- 
sponses by Connor’s underfunded campaign were 
too little, too late. 

We don’t agree with every one of Squadron’s pro- 
posals, but we’re impressed with the fact that he has 
energized political discourse in the district. On virtu- 
ally every topic in which voters are interested — trans- 
portation, reforming Albany, neighborhood character 
and affordability, Brooklyn Bridge Park, the environ- 
ment and schools — Squadron has put forth positions 
that remind voters of how little energy Connor has 
brought to bear on these intractable problems. 

For these reasons, we endorse Daniel Squadron 
for the 25th state Senate district. 
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LETTERS 


Artist’s mom is proud 


To the editor, 

I am the mother of the artist James Pow- 
derly, who was confined in a Chinese prison 
during the Olympics. Thank you for giv- 
ing him a chance to tell his story of im- 
prisonment in your paper (“W’burg artist 
in China hoosegow,” Aug. 23, and “Art- 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters, The Brooklyn Paper, 

55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's name and neigh- 
borhood are published with the letter). 

Letters may be edited and will not be 
returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 


ist caged by China is broken, sent home,” 
Aug. 30). I am very proud of him. 

Delores Powderly, Ooltewah, Term. 

Mosquito mayhem 

To the editor, 

I appreciated Gersh Kuntzman’s front- 
page column about Asian Tiger mosqui- 
toes (“Buzz Off!” The Brooklyn Angle, 
Aug. 21), and I do believe that by person- 
alizing the story, he may draw the atten- 
tion of Brooklyn families. But Kuntzman 
missed a few things: 

• Contrary to the claim of the Health 
Department, Asian Tiger mosquitoes are 
known to be “good vectors” for West Nile 
Virus, was well as Dengue Fever, LaCrosse 
Encephalitis, and dog heartworm. This is 
an epidemic just waiting to happen. 


• From my observations over the past 
three years, I have concluded that the most 
prolific and insidious breeding grounds for 
these mosquitoes are city storm sewers and 
storm drains. When we have strong rains, 
the eggs are washed out to sea, but anytime 
it doesn’t rain hard for five to 10 days, they 
hatch and we all suffer. 

Thus, the usual platitudes the Health De- 
partment is pushing about standing water 
does not suffice in the case of Asian Tiger 
mosquitoes, as they can breed in as little 
as a thimbleful of water, as long as it is 
standing for at least six days. In fact, the 
best thing people can do to destroy these 
mosquito breeding grounds is to flush their 
storm drains out for 10 minutes with rush- 
ing water from a hose and/or place larvicidal 
“mosquito dunks” in their storm drains. 

Peter Kelman, Park Slope 


Crackhouse prob 

To the editor, 

I was intrigued by your recent article 
about the crackhouse in Williamsburg (‘ ‘Eter- 
nal nightmare of the not-so-spotless crack- 
house,” Aug. 20). I found it puzzlingly ironic 
that the ne’er-do-wells who use the house 
at 59 Orient Ave. as a base for drugs have 
“easy access to the building through sec- 
ond-floor windows,” while a stumped po- 
lice officer complains, “We do not have 
any way to get into the building.” 

Perhaps The Brooklyn Paper could do 
our women men in blue a service by post- 
ing with an arrow in front of the house: 
“This way in!” 

David Terhune, Carroll Gardens 

Good Samaritans 

To the editor. 

To counter all the news on your police 
page (weekly Police Blotter) about people 
behaving badly, may I submit an item of a 
more hopeful nature? 


I recently lost my credit card holder in the 
R station at Court Street. When I returned 
home hours later, I had received two calls 
from a woman named Renee Bernstein who 
said her employee had found the card. I am 
extremely appreciative of that employee’s 
honesty and Ms. Bernstein’s help in con- 
tacting me. 

It’s not just the fact that I was saved the 
effort of canceling and replacing my doc- 
uments, but that it reaffirmed for me that, 
unnoticed and unpublicized though it may 
be, people do behave well more often than 
we expect. 

Elizabeth White, Brooklyn Heights 

Ratty article 

To the editor. 

Your story, “Rat droppings poison Dog 
Beach” (Aug. 30) seemed rather big on alarm 
and short on facts. Doesn’t the article de- 
scribe basically any body of water? That is, 
can’t any lake, pond, stream etc. become a 
haven for Weil’s disease [leptospitosis]? 

Is there something in particular that the 


Dog Beach has or does not have that makes 
it a prime target for this? Have the rats 
been tested? Has the water been tested? 
The story does not say. 

Rats and bodies of water are in no short 
supply in Brooklyn. Is the problem the Dog 
Beach — or simply that this is an area of 
water where many people let their dogs 
swim thereby raising the reported inci- 
dence of infection? 

It would have been a far greater service to 
highlight the risks of having animals swim 
in natural bodies of water versus suggesting 
that the Dog Beach is somehow a greater 
risk unless that is actually the case. 

Seth Kaplan, 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens 

Haley’s comment 

To the editor. 

Just want to say that you have a great 
product 

I love your local coverage and the arts, 
etc. that come with it. 

Peter Haley, Bay Ridge 



Protecting 
the Classroom 


By Randi Weingarten 

President of the United Federation of Teachers 
and the American Federation of Teachers 


A s summer draws to what 
seems like a much too rap- 
id end, parents, children 
and teachers across New 
York City are preparing for the chal- 
lenges of the new school year with 
a renewed sense of optimism - and 
with good reason. The fact is we all 
have much to be excited about as we 
get set to build upon the momentum 
of progress we’ve worked so hard to 
achieve over the past year. 

Test scores and graduation rates 
are up - not as much as everyone 
would like, of course, but the progress 
is substantial and things are certainly 
headed in the right direction. Most 
parents surveyed by the public school 
system give their children’s teachers 
and schools high marks. In fact, 94 
percent of parents approve of the job 
teachers are doing. The learning en- 
vironment is safer, too, with school 
crime dropping 11 percent over the 
past academic year. And education 
continues to get a lot of attention in 
the news as both presidential candi- 
dates make it one of the core issues of 
their campaigns. 

But getting to this point has not 
been easy, and many challenges re- 
main in the months ahead, particu- 
larly regarding the issue of growing 
pressure to cut education funding 
due to these tough economic times. 

Since January, the United Fed- 
eration of Teachers has worked tire- 
lessly with other groups in the Keep 
the Promises Coalition to protect 
our public schools from the threat of 
budget cuts. It has been an extraordi- 
narily tough fight, and the New York 
City school system has taken some 


hits in the form of cuts in services and 
programs. But those cuts are nowhere 
near as bad as they could have been, 
and coalition members have pre- 
vailed for the most part in our efforts 
to persuade elected officials to protect 
the classroom and core services from 
the type of deep and crippling cuts 
we saw during the fiscal crisis of the 
Seventies. 

We appreciate the New York City 
Council for stepping up and restoring 
funds that the administration sought 
to cut from the education budget re- 
cently. And we are extremely grateful 
to Governor Paterson and the state 
Legislature for working hard during 
a special session this summer to find 
a way to immunize our schools from 
the pain of disruptive mid-year edu- 
cation budget cuts while also provid- 
ing taxpayers with needed relief and 
a fiscally responsible way to pay for 
it. They should be commended for 
their wisdom in making our schools 
a priority when having to make dras- 
tic cuts in these difficult economic 

But those of us who have had to 
fight these battles for so long know 
all too well that the biggest challenges 
lie ahead as the economy continues 
to show signs of strain. We know 
we must keep parents and the rest of 
the public aware of the threat to our 
schools. 

That’s why the United Federa- 
tion ofTeachers, the union represent- 
ing the city’s 100,000 public school 
educators, is currently running a 
radio advertising campaign for this 
back-to-school season. The spots are 
airing for a two-week period on most 


local stations. Our aim is to reassure 
parents and the public and let every- 
one know that while our educators 
are proud of the progress we achieved 
with their help and collaboration over 
the past year, we’ll be working even 
harder this year to improve upon that 
and give children the quality, well- 
rounded education they deserve. 

And our efforts will not be lim- 
ited to just the classroom. Educators, 
parents and other concerned groups 
and individuals must continue to 
work together in order to protect the 
classroom from budget cuts as tax 
revenues lag and costs rise. Barring 
a dramatic turnaround in the econ- 
omy, the fight to save our schools 
from budget cuts will likely get much 
worse before things get better. 

The only way to oppose those 
cuts is for parents, educators and 
other supporters of public education 
to band together and present a united 
front that will let our elected officials 
know in no uncertain terms that edu- 
cation must always be a priority. We 
cannot afford to repeat the mistakes 
of the past when fiscal crises resulted 
in officials making education cuts so 
deep and harmful that it has taken 
our school system decades to recover. 

The UFT has always been open 
to working with others to help find 
solutions to challenges in tough eco- 
nomic times, and we remain willing 
to do so. Parents can rest assured 
knowing that they can count on the 
union to be their partner in the fight 
to protect our schools. With so much 
at stake, this is one batde we cannot 
afford to lose. 


Need Health Care Coverage for 
Your Uninsured Children and Teens? 

With Child Health Plus or Medicaid, your children and teens can not only 
go to the doctor but get prescriptions, hospital care and more. No family 
earns too much to qualify for this low- or no-cost health insurance. 

Call 1-800-698-4543 or visit nyhealth.gov 
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I n the days leading up to 
Smartmom’s 50th birth- 
day, she wrote a variety of 
thoughts in her journal. OK, so 
Smartmom’s j oumal isn’t some 
time-worn book with a leather 
cover — it’s a blog read by hun- 
dreds of thousands of people 
a month. Still, where better to 
face the facts of life? 

The blog posts were like a 
NASA countdown: 

In 10 days, I will turn 50. It’s a 
milestone, all right. I have mixed 
feelings about the whole thing. 
On my birthday, Sen. Barack 
Obama will accept the Demo- 
cratic nomination for president 
with 75,000people inattendance. 
That ’s kind of exciting. I haven ’t 


figured out what I’m doing to cel- 
ebrate the day. But I definitely 
want to be near a television. 

With nine days to go. Smart- 
mom used the Olympics as in- 
spiration: 

I’m not really dreading it any- 
more. I guess I’m settling into 
the idea of being 50. And 50 can 
mean whatever I want it to mean, 
right? I was inspired watching 
41-year-old Dara Torres win 
the silver medal for the 50 mm 
freestyle. Afterwards a reporter 
asked what she would tell her 
2-year-old daughter about this: 
“Don’t put an age limit onyour 
dreams,” she said. 

Easy for her to say: she’s 
only 41! 



FAMILY CALENDAR 




SATURDAY, SEPT. 6 

9 am: Dumbo Kite Flying 
Society shindig. In front of the 
Galapagos Art Space (16 Main 
St., between Water and Plym- 
outh streets in DUMBO). Free. 
Call (718) 222-8500 for info. 

11 am: Back-to-School party 
featuring the Deedle Deedle 
Dees perform. The M 
(81 Atlantic Ave., at Hi 

(71® 0 9 0 23-97w'fo h r?nfa ree ^ 
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: "Han 
& Gretel." Puppetworks (338 
Sixth Ave., at Fourth Street in 
Park Slope). $7 kids, $8 adults 
Call (718) 965-3391 for info. 


SUNDAY, SEPT. 7 

iO pm and 2:30 pm: "Har 
iretel." See Saturday, Sepl 


Bookcourt (163 Court St, near 
Pacific Street in Cobble Hill). 
Free. Call (718) 875-3677 for in 

TUESDAY, SEPT. 9 

11 am: Sing-along. The Moxie 
Spot (81 Atlantic Ave., at Hick: 
Street in Brooklyn Heights). 


e. Call (718) 923-9710for info 


Parkway in Crown Heights). $8 
adults, kids free. Call (718) 623- 
7200 for info. 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 13 

iggles andGreen (369 CourT 
t., near First Place in Carroll 
ardens). Free. Call (718) 499- 
310 for info. 

aft Marsh^fature Center (Av- 
nue U at 33rd Street in Marine 
ark). Free. Call (718) 421-2021 


3 rospect Park on Flatbush 

BoXvaidfFree^Ltwww 

arospectpark.org for info. 
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: "Han- 
:el & Gretel." See Saturday, 


SUNDAY, SI 


'T. 14 

rden. See 


Brooklyn Botanic Ge 
Tuesday, Sept. 9. 

12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: "Han- 
sel & Gretel." See Saturday, 

ion to Calendar@BrookfynPaper.coi 




By Louise Crawford 

Still, no age limit on your 
dreams is a great message. 
There’s nothing any of us can 
do about the passage of time. 

But we can make our lives as full 
and interesting as possible. 

With six more days until the 
big Five-Oh, Smartmom was 
feeling depressed. She wasn’t 
sure if it was because of her 
forthcoming birthday or be- 
cause her father, who has co- 
lon cancer, had taken a turn for 

I woke up early this morning 
to the cacophonous sound of 
garbage trucks with a hangover 
from last night’s Barrio mar- 
garita. Underslept, sad about 
my dad, missing Hepcat, who 
is in California, I am closing 
in on a big birthday. 

An emotional roller coaster, 
the next day she felt differ- 
ently: 

I don’t feel depressed today. 
Something has lifted. And I am 
starting to think about what I 
want to do on the big day. Medi- 
tate, run around the park, drink 
a beer sitting outside at The 
Gate, hang out with friends, 
watch Obama’s acceptance 
speech, have a good dinner with 
Hepcat and the kids. These last 
gorgeous days of summer have 
me thinking about the busy fall 
ahead. There’s lots of writing to 
do. A new school for the Oh So 
Feisty One. Senior year in high 
school for Teen Spirit. Much 
to think about; much to do. So 
there is life after Aug. 28: Loads 
to organize and plan.. . 

She waxed philosophical the 

Life gets more complex the 
older you are. There’s more to 
deal with. More to think about. 
One longs for the carefree days of 


one’s 20s. Trou- 
ble is: you never 
know how care- 
free you’ve got 
it until you don’t 
got it no more. 
And no mat- 
ter what your 
age it’s always 
something. 
Three days be- 

fore her birth- 

day,her father’s health declined 

S pending the day in the 
ER at Mt. Sinai Hospi- 
tal with my dad waiting 
for a room brings up a lot of 
thoughts about life, death and ev- 
erything in between. Small mo- 
ments of kindness mean every- 
thing. They’re enough to make 
you cry. Life feels heavy, hard, 
murky and dark. One finds illu- 
mination where one can. 

Two days before, she could 
barely utter the inevitable num- 
ber: 

I feel like screaming: Ahh- 
hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh . 

Smartmom liked being 49. 
Hell, she liked being 40, 41, 42, 
43, 44, 45, 46, 47 and 48. The 


it: “I’m f— , I’ir 


n fif — 


I’m fift— , I’m fifteeeeeeeeeee 
eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee.” 
Now say it a bunch of times 
fast: Fifty fifty fifty fifty 
fifty fifty fifty fifty fifty fifty 
fifty. 

If you say it enough times it 
loses all meaning. Just a sound, 
two syllables, a word. Meaning- 
less. It’s meaningless. 

With one day left, anice note 
from a friend sustains her: 

1 completely get your appre- 
hension about turning 50. For 
me, it came with a recognition 
that I’m no longer young. That 
was no surprise, but somehow 
shocking nonetheless. But flip- 
side is: We are no longer young. 
We have accumulated experi- 
ence, history, friends, children 
andspouses. We’ve made choices 
and have lives — full and en- 
gaging lives. If we continue to 
embrace our lives ( the good and 
the bad ) withmettleandpassion, 
we will not get any younger, but 
we will enjoy getting older and 
maybe even a bit wiser. 

the day of her birthday was a 


Hansel & regretel! 



JtUggS s! ; ...I, 


Inc. 


A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 


□ Optimal educational equipment U S P acious Classrooms 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


Congregation Beth Elohim 

Garfield Temple 


Where can you take 

FASHION DESIGN on Tuesday 
JOIN THE CIRCUS on Wednesday 
SWIM on Thursday and 
LAUNCH A ROCKET on Friday? 


CONGREGATION BETH ELOHIM’S 

AFTER SCHOOL CENTER 


Fall Semester Begins 
Monday, September 15 th 

Kindergarten through Sixth Grade Instructional classes 
in a wide variety of areas: 

■ Computers ■ Sports ■ Theater 

■ Photography ■ Art ■ Chess 

■ Cooking ■ Dance ■ Karate 

■ Video ■ Swim 


Children of all religious and ethnic backgrounds are welcome 
Please call Bobbie Finkelstein at: 
768-3814 xlO for more information 

www.congregationbethelohim.org 


MINI CAMPS AVAILABLE 

DURING SCHOOL VACATION WEEKS 


I may be one of the world’s 
foremost champions of pup- 
petry, juggling and mime, but 
that doesn’t mean that every 
hand buried inside a cos- 
tume gets a rave from this 
reporter. 

Andso,itis with aheavy heart 
that I must issue one of my rare 
poor notices: the new Puppet- 
works production of “Hansel 
& Gretel” is flawed and unin- 
spiring. 

Perhaps it is not fair to ex- 
pect new wine from an old bot- 
tle; this 1850s Brothers Grimm 
story has been told and retold so 
many times that it’s difficult to 
make the essential horror of the 
story — two children forsaken 
by their impoverished parents 
and taken prisoner by a canni- 
balistic witch — feel fresh. 

But Puppetworks didn’t do 
itself any favor by choosing 
to perform the version of the 
Grimm story that was turned 
into an opera in the 1890s by 
Engelberg “Not the 1960s pop 
singer” Humperdinck. 

The question nags at me like a 
missing string on a marionette’s 
shoulder: why use the maudlin 
and emotionally conflicted op- 
era version when other versions 
— better versions — are avail- 
able? 

Where the opera presents the 
woodcutter’s family as poor, but 
happy, the Grimm story gets to 
a deeper level of pathos , thanks 
to a cruel maternal beast who 
compels her henpecked hubby 
to abandon their lovely chil- 
dren in the wilderness, where 
they are set upon by that evil 

In Puppetworks’s produc- 
tion, the kids are happy-go- 
lucky and only find themselves 
in the witch’s clutches because 
of an ill-advised outing to pick 

What follows is a yawn- 
inducing version of “Moth- 
er’s Song,” in which the kids’ 


J Dooley 

is* Noted 

By Thurston Dooley III 

mother moans about her m 


itself. The tune is bad enough 
— “Weary am I/Weary of liv- 
ing./Heaven send help for n 


little but a bobbing head to dis- 
tract the viewer, makes a mock- 
ery of puppetry. 

Yes,Ronny Wasserstrom and 


Rico the Clown 

Magician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 

Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings. 

718-434-9697 

917-318-9092 


Student Hosting 


BE A HOMESTAY 
HOST FOR 
INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS 

Respected NY English School 
needs homestay hosts for 
its international students. 
Hosts must have a safe, tidy 
home, an extra bedroom and 
a flair for hospitality. You will 
provide breakfast and dinner 
to students from Monday to 
Friday. Our rate is $245 a 
week per student. 

For more information, Call 
Gwyneth at 646-651-1216 
or email 

homestay@rennert.com. 


<feCHALLINGI 

EARLY INTERVENTION CENTER 


50 rides on emotional rollercoaster 


difficult one but there were dis- 
tinct bright spots. Her father ral- 
liedfor about anhour when anold 
friend, an advertising legend like 
her dad, came by and they talked 
about horse racing at Saratoga, 
Belmont and elsewhere, adver- 
tising back in the day (the “Mad 
Men” 1960s),Times Square,Co- 
ney Island and books. 

Getting into the subway on 
96th Street , Smartmom ran into 
Opera Diva, her best friend from 
high school, and tried to con- 
vince her to come out to Brook- 
lyn, where mutual friend, Best 
and Oldest, was waiting with Di- 
aper Diva, Hepcat, OSFO, Di- 
vorce Diva and Warm and Funny 
with champagne and a huge, de- 
licious selection of sushi. 

That night, surrounded by 
wonderful friends, a gener- 
ous amount of wine, sushi, an 
unusually delicious chocolate 
cake made by Best and Oldest’s 
daughter and much great friend- 
ship and conversation, Smart- 
mom gave in and accepted it. 

“I’m 50,” she said — and this 
time, surrounded by friends and 
family, finally it didn’t sound 
that bad. 


Low Rate Mortgages 

Available for Parents Of Children with Disabilities 

I Funding for parents of individuals with developmental disabilities, 

Funding made available to First Time Homebuyers under the 
Home of Your Own (HOYO) Program, financed by the State of 
New York Mortgage Agency (SONYMA). 

Funding available to purchase homes, condos and co-ops, with 
100% finandng and reduced dosing < 


I and Developmental Disabilities (OMRDD) or Office of Mental 
Health (OMH) as needed. 

For More information on how to apply for HOYO, 



Lucinda Grant-Griffin, 

director of the HOYO program at OMRDD. 

Wednesday, September 10*h, '08 

6:45 pm - 9:00 pm 

Challenge Early Intervention Center 

£49 39th Street Brooklyn, N.Y 1 1232 

light refreshments will be served. 
This free workshop is open to the communig 1 


ilMBK IFGD HORIillillti iUMMUS 

| Bed / Bath /Laundry Pens & Markers Stationary/School Supplies 

Cooking & Cleaning Dry-Erase Boards toaster Dvens r L 

I Carpets & Bugs Calculators Extension Cords \ , l 

■ Shelves 1 Storage 1 Closet Hooks & Hangers * - 

1 Wall Clocks & Mirrors Coffee Makers 

| Carpets & Doormats Lamps & Bulbs 


Jamie Moore pulled the 
cords with their usual 
professionalism, but 
their ability to pull the 
more important strings 
— the heartstrings — 
was unfairly hampered 
by a story that is dour 
when it should be upbeat and 


AMERICAN 
HOUSEWARES 

85 Court Street 

| in Downtown Brooklyn 

Open 7 Days A Week 
I (718) 243-0844 

I Subway: A. C, F, M, N, R, 2, 3, 4, 5 
mr»H i«i Over 30 Years in Business Featuring Ho 



g Delivery within Brooklyn 


Even a moment that should 
have been a show-stopper — 
the descent of about a dozen 


- but forcing a lone marionette g ii ttering ange i s at the end of 

to occupy stage alone^with Act n _ turned int0 a somber 

procession. And the protection 
that the angels supposedly of- 
fered the children is thwarted 
by the witch in the very next 
act, making the whole thing 
confusing at best. 

And, I must note with regret, 
Nicolas Coppola’s marionettes 
were showing signs of wear and 
tear. It might be time to retire 
these puppets permanently. 

Can the children enjoy this 
version of “Hansel & Gretel”? 
Of course they can. But even 
Puppetworks regulars can eas- 
ily skip this production and wait 
for the far superior “Jack and 
the Beanstalk,” which opens 
just after Christmas. 

“Hansel & Gretel” will run 
every Saturday and Sunday, 
through Dec. 21, at 12:30 and 
2:30 pm at Puppetworks (338 
Sixth Ave., at Fourth Street 
in Park Slope). Tickets are $8 
for adults and $7 for kids. Call 
(718) 965-3391 for reservations 
or visit Puppetworks.org. 

Trey Dooley is a member 
of the International Puppetry 
Hall of Fame (writer's wing) 
and is editor emeritus of Mod- 
ern Marionette magazine. 


Bay Ridge 

Preparatory School 

AN INDEPENDENT K-12 COLLEGE PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
offering small class sizes, a strong academic program and 
a socially mature and positive learning environment. 


FALL 2008 INFORMATION SESSIONS 


Lower School, Grades K-5 


Tours: 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

Thursday, October 23 & Thursday, November 13 

Open House: 10:00 a.m. 

Saturday, November 1 5 


Middle School, Grades 6-8 


Tours: 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

Thursday, October 23 & Thursday, November 13 

Open House: 10:00 a.m. 

Saturday, November 1 5 


High School, Grades 9-12 


Tours: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Thursday, October 16 & Monday, November 17 

Open Houses: 

Monday, October 20; 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, October 26; 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Scholarship Exam for Prospective Freshmen: 
Sunday, October 26th @ 1:30 p.m. 


RSVP online at www.bayridgeprep.org or 
via telephone at 718-833-9090 



BACK TO SCHOOL 

FANS • LAMPS • ECO-FRIENDLY CLEANING PRODUCTS 
RUBBERMAID STORAGE • HOT PLATES • MICROWAVES 
COFFEE MAKERS • BATHROOM ACCESSORIES 
MASTER-LOCKS • SAFES 


EH 


ACDLIRT 44 Court Street 
•3J STREET Downtown Brooklyn 

^P^office supplies 718-625-5771 
Mon - Thurs 8:30 am-6:30 pm / Fri 8:30 am-2:00 pm / Sun 11:00 am-4:30 pm 



SID'S HARDWARE > 

345 Jay Street 1 

(Between Tillary & Willoughby Streets) 1 

, Downtown Brooklyn 1 

(718) 875-2259 ! 

Open 7 Days - We Deliver . 


15% OFF 

All Items with this ad 




YOUTH SPORTS 


SFX YOUTH SPORTS is accepting registrations for the 
2008 Fall Soccer season which starts in September 2008. 
Two Divisions AGES 4-6 & 7-8 Cost: $80.00 
ALL GAMES ARE PLAYED IN THE LONG MEADOW 
@ PROSPECT PARK (9th St entrance). 

Go to our website to register (DEADLINE 9/1 2/08). 
www.SFXyouthsports.com (888-SFX-1047) 
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HOMF improvement 

K 1\#1V A ,1m4| Continued from back page 

upholstery | 

WOOD STRIPPING 1 

rara 



HALL STREET 

30 yis experience • Serving the 5 Boros 

718-783-4112 

SELF STORAGE 

fa, 5“ 

TREE SERVICE 

New York's first & only GREEN storage 

TH ;sr s 

ClearvieW Tree & Land 

We buy 100% certified renewable energy 

(718) 263-8383 

Yard Clean-ups • Free Estimates 


■XBB 

mloM7 e 77 L3 ,„3 

nHUFREE 

ALL TYPES of 

EV &shru1 I iInc EE 

Tree removal 


Fully licensed & Insured 

YariCleanUp 

jMfc 718-855-4477 

0311718-227-8787 4 

Rw'bttate 1 

TW HMI 

B™™ 

All 5 Boros 

CallCarlos: 71 8-775-2243 
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MORE HOME IMPROVEMENT ON P15 


REAL ESTATE 




L50 


Call for ap 
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2006 
of the Yec 






1-2 Br.fri 


Lr. 1-2 Br. from 449K 
Excellent Loc. 


1-2 Br. from 499K 1-2 Br. from 339K 

Tax Abated/Low CC Tax Abated/Low CC 


(718) 230-7560 (718) 230-7563 FAX 


Move to a Suburb 

even a New Yorker can love 

^or a free information^it o'r tour. 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF PeterG. Gray, PC 

( 718 ) 237-2023 * 



i i 

CANARSIE 3 BR DUPLEX 


(7181 855-4874 



°S£ E 




ggs 

Can Agent 347-324-2306^ 


lilfll 


JCM REALTY LLC. 
Articles of Organization 
filed with Sec'y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 
10/07/2004. Office loca- 
tion, Kings County. SSNY 
designated as Agent of 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
to: JCM Realty, LLC 107 
Wilson Avenue, Brooklyn, 
NY 11237. Purpose: any 


EMPLOYMENT 



NURSES... 

Don’t you 
want to be 
here? 


n in ED, OR, Critical Care, 




9 


Saint Vincent Catholic 
Medical Centers 



SIS 



NOTICEOFFORMATION 
of Beeman Construction, 
LLC. Articles of 


York (SSNY) on 
7/16/2008. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. 

SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to LLC, 912 
Willoughby Avenue, 
Brooklyn, NY 11221. 
Purpose: Any lawful act 
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Real Estate • Merchandise • Employment 
Religious Services • Family • Public Notices 
Home Improvement • Professional Services 


The Brooklyn Classifieds 


September 6, 2008 
Call (718) 834-9350 ext. 109 
BrooklynPaper.com/Classifieds 


HOME IMPROVEMENT 


AIR CONDITIONING 


BMX2ARP 

MECHANICAL 

Commercial Residential 

Air Conditioning -Heating 
Hot Water Heaters • Refrigeration 
Plumbing • Gas & Oil Heat 
Sheet Metal Ductwork Fabrication 
Preventative Maintenance Contracts 
LIC. ELECTRICAL 


718-241-4846 • 718-241-1918 

Blizzardiyiech@aol.com 

LICENSED - INSURED L32-08 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

■ From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 

• Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 

General Contracting 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Dept, of Buildings & Landmarks 

■ Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (71 8) 596-2379 
martin@mdparchitects.com 


BATH & KITCHEN TILE 


RESTORE TILE LIKE NEW! 

for a fraction of the cost 
kitchens ■ bathrooms ■ floors 
tubs • showers - fireplaces 

will never stain, mold or mildew 

free estimate 

(646) 326 1745 

allgrout@hotmail.com m 


John 

Costelloe 


John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Carpentry Plus 


CARPET CLEANING 


USA CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY 


Enhance The Beauty of Your Home 

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 


Call For FREE Estimates 

(718) 832-0900 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


CLEANING SERVICES 


FYI: The itsy bitsy 
yellow polka dot 
bikini is NOT intended 
for use as 

Shower Cleaning Wear 

CLEANGREENMAIDS 

STAY CLEAN • GO GREEN • GET MAID 


1 x ■ WEEKLY ■ BI-MONTHLY ■ CLEAN-1 NS/OUTS 
10 % DISCOUNT ON YEARLY CONTRACTS 

Gift Certificates Available • Ham w4c 


Call (718) 383-0875 



CLEANING SERVICES II CONTRACTORS 


Richards Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleaning 
First 3 hrs. only $40 +“p 

718-265-2804 

marirc6@msn.com 


TATIANE CLEANING SERVICE 
HOME - OFFICE - APTS - CONDOS 

House Cleaning • Deep Cleaning 
Move In • Move Out 
Seasonal & Construction 
Available lx Weekly • Biweekly • Monthly 

AFFORDABLE 

973 801-4139 


Complete Cleaning 
/love Out/Move in Clean-u| 
Jffice • Residential • Genera 

6 71 8 a '573-41 65 ay ‘ 




Environmentally Responsible 
Cleaning Service 

Residential ■ Commercial 
Post Construction • Maid Service 
Building Maintenance ■ Carpet X Upholstery 
Move in-Move out 
Post-Constraction Clean up 

(718) 626-8750 
greenapplemaids.com 

insured ~ Bonded ls 


HOME IMPROVEMENT CONTINUES ON P. 14 


CARPETING 

Residential & Commercial Carpets 
Antique Rug Restoration 
Carpet & Rug Cleaning 
Free Pick-up 

BETTER CARPET WAREHOUSE 

443 Atlantic Ave - Boerum Hill Open 7 Days 

718-855-2794 bettercarpetwarehouse.com 



* 


Chris Mullins 


* 


CJM CONTRACTING, INC. 

Roofing • Bathrooms • Kitchens Carpentry • 

All Renovations • Brickwork • Dormers • Extensions 
Windows • Waterproofing 


0982130 


718-276-8558 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 

Call.- 718 - 893-4006 



GENERAL RENOVATIONS 
★ ★ Interior & Exterior ★ ★ 

Carpentry ■ Kitchens ■ Bathrooms ■ Plastering 
Painting ■ Roofing ■ Waterproofing 
Stucco ■ Brick & Concrete Work 


^£^04813 


FREE ESTIMATES 


sured 


lic# B?4* « 

0993446 tOHTRACT% hwr 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 

Kitchens Baths Tiles Hardwood Floors 
Finished Basements Roofs 

JL :!- s Ct: I '■ ’ .! S i :::i Li ;k 

Apartment Renovation Specialist 

Ask For 718 505-2999 
George 917 579-3415 L4 


IhORI Home Improvement 

COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS 


Kitchens • Baths • Windows • Doors 
Hardwood Flooring • Tiling • Painting 
Finished Basements • FREE ESTIMATES 

SS ^718.755.5246 u. 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN -PRODUCTS -REMODELING 

Residential Remodeling 
Specialists 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 
View previous projects @ 
www.knockoutrenovation.com 

718-745-0722 


Standard Construction 
& Roofing Corp. 


All Phases of Construction 

Rubberized Roofing -Skylights 
Copper Gutters • Shingles • Stucco 
& Concrete -Leaders -Repairs 
Sheet Rock- Finished Basements 

AFFORDABLE 

MAINTENANCE PROGRAMS 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Sed Serving All 5 Boros 

(718)761-7986 4skforBn.no 

24-Hour Service: (646)824-1378 


DUN-RITE 

RENOVATIONS 


im 




_ [thils 3k! ny- A'int jv/s ■ Jijckiny 

Emergency Service°Work 

No Job Too Small 

718.836.7483 

Dunrite90541 @aol.com 


d HIC Lie #1261120 


RAHAT CONTRACTING CO. 


INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK: 

Renovation & Remodeling 
Renting * Basements • Brick Cleaning 
Pointing • Stucco • Waterproofing 
Stoops • Sidewalks • Gutters • Kitchens 
Bathrooms • Brownstone Repair 
Carpentry • Plastering * Tiling 
Cement Work • Fencing • Siding 
Deck* Sheetrock - Brick Work 
Wallpaper • Painting (Int. & Ext.) 


Kazi Ismail 718-972-1666 

718-753-7371 kazi21B3@aol.com 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 


of older ho. 

• Saturday af 

• 100% mon 


:s built before 1980 


Christopher John 


Call 718-389-9898 

www.ChristJon.com 


OC 

MND§CA<P& 

° ntr 3ctors Incorporated^ 

Design, Installation and Maintenance 

Urban Garden Specialists 

(718) 922.2900 


CONTRACTORS II FLOOR MAINTENANCE 


Gaudioso 
Contracting Inc. 

Complete Interior 
Renovations 
Licensed & Insured 

You don't pay a dime 
until the job's complete. 
Call Anthony 
718-858-8588 
347-737-4464 
Locally Owned & Operated 

EMB HOME IMPROVEMENT 


% Senior Discount 


Custom Construction 


Restoration & Remodeling 

FREE ESTIMATES 
AL: (917) 692-9041 

LIC#1 1 321 57 • FULLY INSURED L36 


DECKS 

by Bart 

ROOF • GARDEN * TERRACE 
Free Estimates 
Call Bart: 

20+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr. 
DecksByBartNYC.com 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


K&M ELECTRIC 
SERVICES 


Caii Keith (646) 423-7674 


USA EXTERMINATORS 

RESIDENTIAL -COMMERCIAL 
"Safest Methods Used" 

■ Termite ■ Flea Control ■ Roaches 

■ Rats ■ Bed Bugs - Wasps ■ Moths 

■ Bats ■ Hornets ■ Ticks • Bees - Rodent 
Proofing • Squirrels ■ Termite Inspections 

FHA, VA Inspections 

TERMITE EXPERTS 

718-832-0900 

Senior Citizen Discount • $15 OFF Any Initial Visit 



* Kells * 
Wood Floors 


Free Estimates INSURED 

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 

kellswoodfloors@yahoo.com 




It’s Summer! 

I Keep your garden blooming 

Garden Service 

luals, perrennials, installations, 


718-753-9741 


CALL NED 


Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
paper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


IRON WORKS 
Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.com 



(718) 965-4900 


TRANSCEND 

MASONRY 

Brick ■ Stone ■ Pavers 
Concrete ■ Tile 
363 6th Avenue, Brooklyn 

(347) 407-1816 

Lic#1 274320 ■ Insured L 42 


MOVERS (LICENSED) 


718 • 858 • 6969,, 


IF r ii Architectural Inc. 


ANTIQUE SALVAGE DOORS 


Brownstone Entry Doors 
Custom made Doors. 
Door Restorations. 
Installations. 

Much more... 



1 -888-mydoorI 


I 116 3RD PLACE, BROOKLYN NY 
i 92 PROSPECT PLACE, BROOKLYN NY 


Installed Doors in BROOKLYN 

■ 355 4TH ST. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 379 4TH ST. BROOKLYN NY 


246 Beacon Ave. Jersey City, NJ 07306 . Ph: 201.222.6367 


MOVERS (LICENSED) 


A-l JAYS WAY MOVING 


We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

Packing materials • Fully insured 

TOP HAT MOVERS ^ 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
■ m Plumbing HH 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


j-p Jp 

|Tj Interiors Inc. 



Robert Canaan Painting 

fim '?cUl-Sewice Painti*? 

Fully Insured • Bonded 
Residential & Commercial 
Faux & Decorative Painting 
Excellent References 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 

CALL ABOUT OUR 
SUMMER SPECIALS! 
718-494-8972 
CELL: 917-747-0808 


MOVERS (LICENSED) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate L32-15 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#2011 


FINEST 

QUALITY 

PAINTING 

(718) 260-9419 

Marvin Rosenberg • cell: (347) 406-4365 


John Haviaras 


718-921-6176 


SUNSHINE L “ 
PAINTING RESTORATION 
COMPANY 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 

(866) 748-6990 


^ ers_ 

Residential. 
Commercial. Interior. 
Exterior. 

You don't pay a dime until 
the job's complete. 

718-858-8588 

347-731-4464 

Call Anthony to schedule 
your free estimate. 
Locally Owned & Operated 


Master Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, 
Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

(718) 834-0470 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 

All Roofing, Rubber, Leaders, 
Gutters Skylights, Green Roofing. 

EXCELLENT REFERENCES 

License #0831318 

7181646-4540 

Commercial - Residential - Industrial 

BENSON 
Hi ROOFING 

Home Improvement • Specializing in Roofs 

■ Rubberized Roof ■ SBS Cold Process 
• Shingle Roofs • New Roofs ■ Getters 

■ teoders ■ Skylights ■ Roofing ■ Repair 

■ Waterproofing • Free Estimotes 
• All Work Guaranteed 
- Fully Insured Uc 1 1 5908 
1 747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11 223 
Tel 718-382-4449/Cell 917-535-3506 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 


Rubbish Removal 

WE DO CLEAN OUTS 

Demolition, Houses, Yards, 
Basements, Stores, 
Office, Garages, 
Appliances and 
Old Furniture Removed 

cell: (347) 21 0-4988 


^ -. Greg’s Express 
\,|/ Rubbish Removal 


1 -800 Mr. Rubbish 



RUBBISH REMOVAL 



Affordable & Hassle-Free 


Basement • Attics • Yards • Demolition 
Containers Available (10-40 Yards) 

ve the Planet. Recycle, www.gregsexpress.cor 

1-800 Mr. Rubbish™ 

‘America’s GREEN Rubbish Team’ 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 



(718) 686-1100 
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EARLY CHILDHOOD 
READING IS OUR FAVORITE 
SUCCESS STORY 


Target.com/community 


TARGET IS PROUD TO SPONSOR THE AFTER-SCHOOL 
& SUMMER PROGRAMS FOR BELL EARLY READERS 


Children who develop a love of reading also develop higher 
self-esteem and perform better in school. We’re proud to 
support BELL Early Readers, a BELL program that inspires 
children from low-income communities with tutoring, mentoring 
and challenging reading programs. To learn more, call 
T877-503-2355 or visit bellnational.org. 


Building Educated 
Leaders for Life 


Target gives 5% of its 
income to communities - 

over $3 million every week. 


